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AHAQYH MH AOTOKAOIIHY KAI ANAAHYHY ITPOXQIIIKHY
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Me nAfpn enlyvworn TwV GUVETELOY TOU VOUOU TERL TVEUHATIXODV OXOUOUATWY, ONAGVE
EVUTOYRAPMS OTL Eldol amOXAELOTIXOC cuyYpapéas Tng mapovoac Ituytaxrc Epyaotac, yio
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ITepiindn

H ehootixn pviun €xet anoxthoel Wiaitepn onuacio oto unoloyilotxd vépoc. Emtpénel
TNV TEOGOQUOYT| TNG UVAUNG WIS ELXOVIXAG UNYOVAC XaT amaitnon ywelc TNV ovdyxrn yio ena-
vexxivnor, TeocPEépovTag amodoTXOTERY aEloTolnoT TopwY, EVENEN OTNY AVTIHETHOTION TWV
peToBoAlouevwY anartioewy Towv workloads xon augnuévn StodeotudTnTa Twv cusTNUdTWY. O
UTEPETOTITEUTHS EXOVIXWY unyavey Firecracker unootnetlet ehoo x| pviun U€ow tou unya-
viopoU memory ballooning, k»ot6c0 YeAéteg €xoLy BElEEL TS O UNYAVIOUOS AUTOC EUPVICEL
onuavTtixéc ypovoxaduoteprioelg. To virtio-mem anoteAel évay TO AmOBOTIXO UNYAVICUO E-
Ao TixAg uviung o omolog yenowonolelton 1on ano dAAoug utepemonTeLTEG Omwe To Cloud
Hypervisor. ¥tnv nopodoo Simhwpatixs) VAonotinxe 1 unoc tThelén tne cuoxevc virtio-mem
OTOV UTEPETOTTEUTY| Etxovixwy unyovov Firecracker, ye otéyo tnv nopoyy| anodotixAc era-
otg pvAune oe microVMs. Ilapdhinha, vhomowfdnxe xou 1 uvrtootrhelln snapshot yio
oUXCELY|, ETTEENOVTAS TNV amoUrixeuon xou emavapopd tTne xutdotacnhs tne. H vhomoinon
a&tohoyrinxe melpapoTind xan cuyxpiinxe t6co ye to virtio-mem tou Cloud Hypervisor,
600 xou Ye TN cuoxeu virtio-balloon tou Firecracker, avadevbovtog o TACOVEXTHUOTA KoL
Tic Slaopéc we mpog TNy anddoor. Téhog, mpaypatonowidnxe alohdynon tne vAomoinong
pe TV yevomn evoc tpomonolnuévou tuphva Linux (Squeezy) yio tov guest, otov omolo €yel
vhormomdel évog unyoavioude anodotixdtepnc avéxtnone (reclamation) uviune, eoheipovtog

o X6OTH TWY YETOXWVACEWY GEMB®Y (migrations) xou tng opytxonoinone toug (zeroing).

AéCeic KAewdd

Trohoyiotind végog, Ewovixomoinorn, microVM, Elactixr uviun, virtio-mem, Fire-

cracker, Trepenontng






Abstract

Elastic memory has become increasingly important in cloud computing. It enables
the dynamic adjustment of a virtual machine’s memory on demand without requiring
a reboot. This capability leads to more efficient resource utilization, greater flexibility
in responding to fluctuating workload demands, and improved system availability. The
Firecracker virtual machine monitor (VMM) currently supports elastic memory through
the memory ballooning mechanism. However, studies have shown that this approach can
introduce significant latency. Virtio-mem is a more efficient elastic memory mechanism that
has already been adopted by other VMMs such as the Cloud Hypervisor. In this thesis,
we implement virtio-mem support in the Firecracker VMM, aiming to provide efficient
elastic memory for microVMs. Additionally, we add snapshot support for the device,
allowing its state to be saved and restored. We evaluate and compare our prototype
against both the virtio-mem device of Cloud Hypervisor and Firecracker’s virtio-balloon
device, demonstrating the performance benefits and key differences between them. Finally,
we evaluate our prototype when using a modified guest Linux kernel (Squeezy), which
implements a more efficient memory reclamation mechanism by eliminating migration and

zeroing overheads.

Keywords

Cloud Computing, Virtualization, microVM, Elastic Memory, virtio-mem, Firecracker,

Hypervisor
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Kegpdiaio

Eiwcaywy™

T o tehevtaion ypévia, to uTtohoyloTixd VEpoc (cloud computing) éyer yvwploer paryda-
fo avdmtugn. Opyaviopol, emyelpnoelc xar TeEAxol ypHoTeg yenoylomooly o cloud
EMWPEAOUUEVOL ATO TNV BUVATOTNTA XATAVIAWONE TOPWY Xt amaitnon, TNV owovouia xAlua-
XS XU TNV GuEoT TEdcBoor ot €val UEYEAO EVEOC TEYVOAOYIXWY UTNEECLOY. Me autédv tov
TEOTO, ATOPELYOUV TO PEYAAO xOGTOC TTou Vot elye 1 oyopd, 1 EYXATACTACT ok 1) CUVTAENOM
WBOXTNTWY UTOBOUGY [5].

Emmiéov, 1o cloud npoo@épel otoug yerioteg Tn duvatdTnTa Vo Tpocapldlouy dBuVaUIXE
TOUG TOPOLE TOL XaTavoh)VouV (resource elasticity). Auth n Suvatétnto oe cuVBLACUS
WE TO UOVTENO Ypéwomc pay-as-you-go (oL ypNOoTESC YpEMVOVTaL UOVO Yio TOUC THPOUC TOU
YPNOWOTOLOVY oY LATIXG) ETUTEENEL OTOUC YPROTEC Vo PEATIOTOTOAGOUY TN YPEWMTT| TOUC GTO
cloud xou vo xdvouv xolOtepn adlomoinon twv ddéowny tdpwv. Axdua, 1 eAacTxdTNTA
Topwv mpoc@épet euehilio, xodwe T VMs mou yenowonoolviol 6Tny unodour] €youy Tnv
SuvortdtnTa vor tpocappdlovial Suvopxd oTic avayxeS Twv péptwy epyacioc (workloads) mou
exteroly, ol omolol umopel va petofdhhovton cuveywe. H mpooapuoyt| yiveton dueoa, ywelc
v avdyxn enavexxivnong twv VM ue véa dSloudppwor, x4t mou Yo anoTeAoloE Uiol TOAD
x00T0B6p0 Bradixacta [5][6].

‘Evog ano toug mépoug Tou PUnopoly Vo TROCUpUloc TOOY BUVAUIXE VL 1) UVAY TTOU OLo-
Y€Touv oL etovixéc unyavéc. Trdpyouv dVo Bactxol unyavioyol ehaoTixic uvAung: To mem-
ory ballooning ot to memory hot(un)plug. To ballooning, eiodyel onpavtixé overhead xatd
™V agaipeon uvAung xodog dlayelptleton T UvAun o€ eninedo ceAdag, YEYOVOS Tou 0dmYEl
O€ TOAAGL AUWTAPOTOL TIPOS TOV 0LXOBECTOTN TNS exovixrc unyovic. Avtidétwe, to hot(un)plug
amoTEAEL Evay ToyUTERO UNyavioud o omolog yenowlomnoteitar xar and tnv state-of-the-art
OUOXEVY| EAACTIXAC UVAUNG, To virtio-mem. (261600 xou AUTOS O UNYAVIOUOC THEOUGLALEL
AATOLOUC TEQLOPLOUOUE XUTA TNV AVAXTNOT UVAUNS xodo¢ elodyet overhead mou ogelheton oTic
UETAXIVACELS X0t aTny apytxonoinon cekidwy [3].

Tao teheutala ypdvia, v VEO HOVTENO EXTEAEDT|C EQupUOYWY €yl avadetydel, To Serverless
computing. 1o yovtélo autd, 0 TEOYPEUUUATIOTAS BeV aoyoAelton e T dloyelpior LTOdOo-
pav 1 servers, Ty evdivn auTh TNV avahauBdvel o tdpoyog Twv cloud unneecewwy. H Baowxn
Sropopd pe mapouota ovtéla tou cloud computing (n.y. to Platform-as-a-service) efvou
WS 0 YPAOTNG YPEWMVETOL UOVO XATA TNV EXTEAECT) TNC EQPUAQUOYNS TOU, EVW OGO QUTY| OEV
exteAelton Oev uTdpyel xoplo yeéwon. Auth 1 WoTNTo oo Té To serverless LOVTEAO XOTHA-

ANAo Yot TNV Xt ool TnoT EXTEAEOT) IXEWY TROYROUUETOV (CUVIPTACE®Y), UE ATOTEAECUA
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va yenotponoteitar otic FaaS (Function-as-a-service) vnnpeoiec [3].

Yy serverless opyttextovixy, 6tav eyeipeton 1 extéheon xdnotag ouvdptnong (m.y. and
xdmoto cuUPay) Snulovpyeiton €val amOPOVOUEVO TEpBEAOY Ylol TNV eXTEAEOT) TNG XL OLo-
yedpeTar 6tav auth tepuatioet. Ipoxewévou va eivar amodotixde xo aoQoiic auTdS O Unyo-
VIOHOC UTdpyEL 1) avdryxn taryelag exxtvnong xadde xan auEnUévng amouovemong evog TETOL0U
nepBdihovtog. I autd to Adyo yenowonotobvton microVMs yia Ty extéleon Twv cuvoe-
THoEwY Ta omolor GLYBLALOUY TNV Ty UTNTA TwWV container Ye TNV AmouOVeROY) TV TAUPAdOCL-
xwv VMs. Mia teyvoloyio eovixonoinong mou exxivel xou dloyetplletar microVMs eivar to
Firecracker [7].

To Firecracker diondétel untooTiplEn EAACTIXAC UVAUNG ATOXAELTTING UEGW TOL UNYOVIOULOU
ballooning. Adyw twv meplopioucv tou ballooning, oe cevdplo 6oL oL AnAUTAGES UVAUNG
TWV EPOPUOY®Y UETABGANOVTAL, 1) EANAELPT EVOC THO AMOTEAECUATIXOU Unyoviopol odnyel o
YOUNAn arodototnTa. ot TNy avTie T o auTtol Tou TEOAAUATOC, 1) epYaoio auT EGTIALEL
oTnV vAomoinon TN cuoxeurc virtio-mem oto Firecracker. Axéua, n uhonoinon a€loloyeito
Ue Ty pfion evég tpomonomuévou muphva Linux [3] mou e€ahelper Tic petonavAcels xon Thv

OEYLXOTIOINGCT] TWY CEABWY XUTA TNV OVEXTNOT| UVAUTC.



Kegdhaio

OcwpenTtind vnofadeo

2.1 Ewovixoroinon

H euxovixonolnon elvon pLo T VoroYia TOU EMITEETEL TNV XATAVOUT| TWV TOPWY EVOS (Pu-
oxo0 uUNyavALATOC o€ éva 1) TEpLocdTEPa Exovixd tepBdihovta [8][1]. "Eva eovixd
TeptBdhov (1 excovixr) unyavi) etvon éva amopovmuévo tepBdilov extéleone, To onolo divel
TNV EVIUTOOTN EVOS EEXWELOTOU PUOIXOU BLOXOULG TY), TUEOAO TOU Ol UTOXEUEVOL UMY oVIoHOL
TOU TO GUYXEOTOLY elvon TuTixd dtapopetixol [9][10].

Or ey VOhOYIEC EXOVIXOTIOINONC YENOHOTOLUVTAL GE €VaL EUEL QACHUA TOUEWY, OTWS Elvol
TO UTOAOYIGTIXG VEQOC, 1) evonoinon Soxouotodv (server consolidation), n vtootietln nok-
AUTAGY AELTOUPYIXGY cuoTnudtwy, To debugging, n avintuén nuphva (kernel development)
XA T, PE amOTEAECUO TNV eupela Ypron touc. Ilapdho ol mepiocdtepOL TOTOL EOVIXGDY UN-
YAV TAPOUCLALOLY TOEOUOL0 TERLBAAAOY AELTOLEYINS TTPOS GTO TEAMXO YENOTY, TEVOUV Vo
OLUPEEOUY OTUAVTIXG (G TIEOG TO ETUTEDO APAPECTC GTO OTO(0 AELTOURYOUY oL TNV UTOXELUEVT
apyrtextovixy. [10].

Trdpyouv TOAAG CTEMUAT APAEECTC TTAVEL GTA oTolo uTopel var tpayyatonomdel n ei-
xovixornolnon. Avo and autd amoteroy To eninedo LVhxol (hardware virtualization) xou to
eninedo hertoupyxol ovothuatoc (OS level virtualization 1 containerization). Onowod¥note
xan oy efvan To eninedo agalpeong 1 yevixr Wéa nopapével (dla: Ot yaunAdtepou emnédou TopoL

Sropotpdlovtar oe Tohhamhéc udnhotepou emmédou VMs ye ) yprion eldxmdy teyvixmy [10].

2.1.1 Ewovixonoinor ennédouv viixoV (Hardware Virtualization)

Koatd tnv eixovixomoinor emmédou LAX0U oL Tépol Tou YUGIXO) UTONOYLOTY| otpdlovTal
o€ plo 1) TEPLOCOTEPES EXOVIXES UMY AVES. DIE AUTO TO ETUTEDO ULl ELXOVIXT) UNY VT EXEL T AEL-
TOURYIXOTNTA EVOS XAVOVIXOU PUGLXOV UTOAOYLO T Xa SlandéTeL B1xd TNg AEtToLEYIXd GUC THUOL.
To hoytouxd tou host mou Snuiovpyel wior etxovix unyovy ovopdletan vrependéntne (hyper-
visor) 1 unepenonteuthc exovixic unyovic (Virtual Machine Monitor). O umoloylotrc
T8V GTOV OTIOlO TEAYUATOTIOLE(TOL 1) EXOVIXOTIOINGT OVOUALETAL OLXOBECTIOTNG EVE 1) ELXOVIXT)
unyovh ovopdleton emtoxéntne (guest) [1].

To hoylopxd mou exteheiton o€ aUTES TIC EOVXES Unyavég Bev oyetileton anopaitnTa Ue
Toug Topoug Tou LToxeluevou LAxoL. T'a mopddetyua, évag utohoyloTthc mou exteAel Linux
unopel vor PLAOEEVAOEL Lol ELXOVLXY| UnyovY| TTou poldlel pe urtohoyloth mou exteiel Windows.

Aoyopwné Bootopévo o Windows unopel vo exteheotel oe auth Ty emovixt| unyavi [1].
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Movtého Hardware Virtualization

ITAenc ewxovixonoinon: Kotd v miren ewovixonolnon o guest anoxtd to dixd
ToU (etxovix6) LAXG, To onolo amoteAel plo TAHEN e€opoinon tou Lhxol tou host. H mAfeng
eZopoiwon Tou LAXoL Tou host emitpénel TNV eExTEAEOT YN TEOTOTOINUEVGY AELTOURYIXOY CU-
OTNUATKY OTOV guest XL TOU TEOGPEREL TANEN ATOUOVWOT| oo To LALXG Tou host. Autd eivon
Wiaitepa yprowo oe Bidpopeg Tepintdoelc. o mopdderypa, xatd Ty avdmtuln AELTOURYIXDY
CUCTNUATOY, O TERUUATIXOS VEOG XWOXAS UTOREL Vol EXTEAECTEL TOUTOY POV UE TOUAALOTEQES
exd00ELE, eEXTENOVTOC Xde pla o SlapopeTind VM. Trebduvog yia tny e€ouolwor tou UALxoU
Tou host etvor o hypervisor o onolog topéyel ota VMs ohec Tic unnpesiec mou Yo tpocépepe
évar uoxd unydvnua, 6twe BIOS, cuoxeuvéc eilo6dou/eZb6dou x.h.m. [1][11]. Mia eixdva tne
doung TNg TANPoUS eovixoToinong gatveton 6To Ly hua 2.1

Hardware (CPU, Memory, NIC, Disk)
Hypervisor (Hyper-V, Xen, ESX Server)

Virtual Hardware Virtual Hardware Virtual Hardware

Yyfua 2.1 Aoun tng mArjpouvs eikovikomoinong oe évay vrodoyiotn [1]

H mheng etxovixonoinon e€acpaiilel uhniod eninedo anoydvwong xat ao@ahetog YETUED
TWV EXOVIXOY UNYOVOY EVE TURSAANANL BIEUXOADVEL T UETEYXATACTACT XU TN POENTOTNTA,
%xadw¢ To (810 oTLYULOTUTIO Tou guest AELToUEYIXO) GUCTAUNTOS UTOREL VoL EXTEAECTEL €lTe o€
EOVIXOTIONUEVO €lte 0E Quoxd TepBdilov yweic tpomotooec [11]. Qotdoo, 1 mhieng
eZopolwon tou UAxoL Tou host eiodyel onuavtixd overhead, xadde xdde eviolr mou exte-
Aelton amd TV ewoviny) pnyav Teénel v “moryidedeton’ and Tov hypervisor xou ot cuvEyelo
vt eE0UOUMVETOL PEOE TOL LAXoU Tou host (trap-and-emulate). Ipoxewévou va emtoyuvied
1) EXTENECT) EVIOA®Y OTNV EXXOVIXT] UNY AV XOTA TNV TATRT EIXOVIXOTOINGT), OL EVTIOAES TOU
dev ypetdlovton LPNAG Sucondpoto extéreons (m.y. Ouxoumduata root) extehovvtar aneudeiog
070 VA6 Tou host v T0 GOVORO TV EVIOADY TOU €MEEERYUCTH TOU AmOUTOUYV EXTEAEOT)
ue vdmAadTeEa dixandpato CouotwveToL. AUTH 1) TEYVIXY Elval TO AmOBOTIXY) Ao TNV TATEN
eZopolwon wotdco Teplopllel To AELTOURY XS GUG THUATO TTOU UTOEOVY Vi YENOWOTOLGOUY 0L
guest oe outd mou vnooteilet 1 CPU tou host [12].

ITopacixovixoroinor Paravirtualization: H nopaeixovixonoinon (paravirtualiza-

tion) efvan plar Teyvixr 1 onolo ToEEyEL 0TOUC guest pio DIETAPN Yiot TNV GUEDT ETUXOWVMVIN UE



2.1.2 Ewovixonoinon emnédou Aertovpyixol cvothuatoc (Containerization)

Tov hypervisor. Xxond¢ authc Tng dlenaphc elvon 1 avdeoT) Aettouvpylwy otov host ot omoleg
Yo ity TOAD €06 T0PB6p0 Vo EXTEAEGTOUV GTO eovixoTolnuévo mep3dihov. H emxowvmvia
uetol guest xou hypervisor emtuyydveton péow ewdinmy xhioewy (hypercalls) [8][11].

H nopaeovixonoinon anaitel tnv tpononoinon tou Actoupyixol cUGTHUNTOS Tou guest
“oTE aVTO Vo uooTtneilel TNV Slenay| Tou Yenoylonoteltal yior TV emxovwvio ue Tov host.
‘Evo oupfoatind hertovpyind cOotnua mou dev unooTnellel TNV TURAEIXOVIXOTONGT| OEV UTOPEL
va exteleoTel v oe évay apogxovixononuévo hypervisor [8].

Ewovixonoinor vrootnelopevy aro to VA6 (Hardware-Assisted Vir-
tualization): H ewovixonoinon pe unoothplln vlixol amotelel pla Behtiwon g mhipoug
ELXOVIXOTIOIMOTE OV YENOLOTOLEl TOV GUVBUACUO duecnc exTéAeon xou binary translation.
e auto To YovTtélo, o hypervisor amoxtd TEQIGOOTERA BIXAUMUAT EXTEAECTC EVIOA®Y OTN|
CPU tou host. 'Etot, ol eviohéc uhnhdtepny tpovopinvy tou guest “maydeboviar’ amo tov
hypervisor xou extehobvtan amevdeiog 0To LAXO Ywplc TNV avdyxn eZouolwong Toug, Ue amo-
TENEOUA VoL ELVETOL O YPOVOC EXTEAEOTC TOUC OE oY€om e To binary translation [12].

YRewduxh Ewxovixornoinorn (Hybrid Virtualization): H uPpwdixr exovixonoinon
(hybrid virtualization) eivou pia Tpocéyyion mou cUVBUALEL To TAEOVEXTAUOTA TG TUPEXOVL-
xomoinone (paravirtualization) pe exelva tng utootnEWdUeVNc armo o LAxS eovixonoinang
(hardware-assisted virtualization). Yto povtélo autd, morkéc hertoupyleg exteholvton Ue
TNV unoo TR TOL LAXOU, Tpoopépoviac LPNAY anddoon xar TAen cupBaTéTNTA UE Un
TEOTOTIONUEVOL AELTOVEYIXE CUC THUTA, EVE YPNOWOTOLOUYTOL TULUEIXOVIXOTOLNUEVOL 00TY Ol
(paravirtualized drivers) yw mo nepimhoxec Aettoupyieg Tou eyelpouy TOAG traps mpoc Tov
host [1].

2.1.2 Ewovixornoinoy eninédou Aettovpyixol cuothAuatoc (Container-

ization)

Katd v exovixonoinon emnédou hettoupyxol cuothpatog (OS-level Virtualization A
Containerization) ot emovixéc unyavéc (f alwe containers) dev Stodétouv dixd Touc Aet-
TouEYXO oo TN, AvTidétwe Bacilovtal 6To Aeltoupyixd LG TN TOU QUOIXO) UTOAOYIGTH
oTOV 0T0l0 EXTEAOUVTOL (¢ TUTUXEC Olepyaoiec. AUTO oNUolVEL TWE OE TEPLTTWOELS TAUTOYPO-
Ve extéleong moAMAmAGY containers To Aettouvpywd Tou host eivar unedduvo yio Tov dla-
HOLROOUO TWV QUOXADY TOPWY XAIME XAl Yot TNV EEACPANOT NS AMOPOVWONS PETOEY TWV
containers [13][14].

H npocéyyion tou containerization dev anantel tnv Unopén hypervisor 1 xdnolou ctpmua-
To¢ eZouolwong, xadde To containers emxowmvoLY Ue To AettoupYxd tou host pyéow system
calls, 6mwe ou xavovixég depyaoieg. H amousia otpduatog eixovixomolnong pewwvel xotd
mohb o overhead Aettoupyloc Toug oe ayéon ue ta VMs, eved 1 ehappld Toug SLopop@war
ETUTEETEL TNV TAVTOYEOVY EXTENECT) UEYGAOL apriuol containers e €vay QUOIXO BLAXOULOTH
[14].

Qot600, 1 €€dpTtnon ano To Aertoupyixd cbotnua Tou host cuvendyeton Twe To PLAoEe-
voUueva containers mEENEL Vo EXTEAOVY TO (810 1| TUEOUOLO AELTOVRYIXO GUG TN UE UTO TOU
host. "Evo axduo petovéxtnuo mou mopouotdlel To containerization eivon mwe n yeron xol-

voU TUETVOL UELOVEL TO ENINEDO AMOUOVWOTNC HETOEY TwV containers, YEYOVOS Tou To xohoTd
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My dTepo aopaly| OE OYEOT UE TIC EXOVIXES UNYOVES TOu EmTEdOL agaipeons uxoy [14].

2.1.3 Hypervisor (YT repenoning)

O vrependnne (hypervisor) ¥ ahhdc VMM (virtual machine monitor) etvon évac tOnoc
Aoytopxol (software), 7 vhxol (hardware) vnohoyoty, mou dnuovpyel xou SroyetpileTo
eovxég unyavée. O umohoyiothg otov ornolo €vag umepemonTng extehel wla 1 mepioodTe-
peC emoviée unyavée ovopdletar owodeondtne (host machine) xou xdde ewxovixr unyoavi

ovoudletan emoxéntne (guest machine).

Katnyopieg hypervisor

e Hypervisors tOnouv 1: Evyyeveic 7 bare-metal: Autol ou hypervisors exte-
hovvton amevdeiag 6To LAG Tou host xou w¢ anotéleoua €youv dueor Tpoofaon oc
outé. Ot hypervisors tOmou 1 elvon umebuvol yio TV xatavouy| xou Ty dlayelpton Twv
puoY Topwv Tou host (dnwe 1 CPU, n uvAun, xa ot cuoxeuvé el6d0ou /eE680L) GTIC
exovIxég unyavés. Ot mpwtol hypervisors mou avarntOydnxoy and v IBM 1t dexaetio
Tou 1960 Aty bare-metal. Tlopoadelypata hypervisor tonou 1 eivon oo VMware ESX,
KVM xou Xen [12][15][16].

e Hypervisors tOnouv 2: VMMs % ¢@iho&evolvpevolr unependnteg: O hy-
pervisors TUmou 2 exteholvTon w¢ dlepyacieg otov host xou mapéyouv wia agalpeon Tou
AELTOLEY OV Tou guest TEOg AUTOV, SNULOVEYHOVTIC UE AUTO TOV TPOTO EVA ATOUOVOUEVO
obo TN PE To omolo umopel va ahknhoemdpdoetl o host [15]. Xe autd tov tono unepe-
nontn ouvidwe o host extelel I/ O awthpora ex pépoug tou Aettoupyixol tou guest. To
Aeltoupyix6 tou guest exdidel évar aftnuo I/O mou naydedetan ano o VMM, 1o onoio
UE TN OELpd ToL To GTéAVEL a1 cuoxeur Tou extelel to I/0. Encita 10 ohoxinpwuévo
aftnua I/O Spoporoyeiton miow oto Aettovpyixd clotnua tou guest uéow tou VMM
[16]. Tlopadeiypata hypervisor timou 2 eivar ot Cloud Hypervisor, Firecracker, xou
QEMU.

Mepwéc gopéc ot BiBhoypapia yiveton didxplon puetall hypervisor xoo VMM. O hyper-
visor mapaméunel oTic AEtToupyieg Tou ywpou Tuerva, eve To VMM otic Aettoupyieg ydpeou
yerotn. I mapdderyua oto mhaloo Twv Linux, to KVM eivan évac hypervisor xow to QEMU
etvar évo VMM mou yenotponotel 1o KVM w¢ hypervisor [15]. ¥to mhaioto g mopoloog
epyaolag, TOMES Qopég dTav avapepduacTte otov hypervisor, avogepduacte oto (euydpl
VMM /hypervisor.

KVM (Kernel-based Virtual Machine)

To KVM etvon évar open-source module euxovixonoinone otov nupriva tou Linux to omolo
Tou ETTEETEL Vo AetTovpyel w¢ hypervisor tomou bare-metal. To KVM anoutel enelepyoact
UE EMEXTIOELC exxovixomoinone uAixol 6mwe Intel VT 4 AMD-V [17]. Enedr npayyorto-
notel ewcovixomoinom 6To eminedo LAXOU, dev amautel To AslToupYd cOo TN Tou guest vo
elvol TPOTOTIOINUEVO %o OC €X TOUTOU UTOpEl Vor UTOCTNEIEEL OTIOLIBATOTE TAATYOPUA UE TNV

TpoUndleon bt éyel eyxatactoel oe enelepyaoth Tou 10 utoctneilet [18].



2.1.4 MicroVMs xo Firecracker VMM

Yy KVM opyitextovinn, xde euxovixn unyavn etvan pioe xavovixy| Siepyooio twv Linux.
Katd xavéva o diepyaoio €xel d0o poppéc (modes) extéheone: muphva (kernel mode) xou
xehotn (user mode). H hertoupyla yerot eivon 1 mpoxadopiopévn Aettovpyio yio Siepyooieg,
eved Ui diepyaota yetaPaivel oe Aettoupyla mupriva dtay YpeetdleTon xdmolo LTNEEsta and Tov
TENVAL, OTWS eYYEAUPY) 6TO0 oxhneod dloxo. To KVM ewodyel wia tpitn Aettoupyia extéieonc,
YVOOTH we Aettovpyio emoxénty (guest mode), n onola aopd Tic Sepyaoieg Tou exteholvTo
péoa otny exovixry unyavy|. H Aettouvpylo guest mode €yel xon outy| Tig 0ixég NG evahharyég
YOPEOL TUEAVOL X YWEOU YehoTn uéoo oTny exovix unyovy [18].

To KVM €yel tn dour| pog TUmrg CUGKELAS yopoxTheny Twv Linux. Exdéter évav
x6uPo cuoxevrc /dev/kvm o onolog unogel va ypnotponomndel and 1o yheo yehotn Yyl ™
dnutovpyio xou exTENEST) EOVIXMY Unyovay. O hertoupyiee mou tapéyel o x6ufoc /dev/kvm

TepLho3avouy:

o Anuovpyla VEAC EIXOVIXAS UNYAVAC.

Exyodenon uviung oe euxovixr) unyavy.

o Avdyvwon xa eyypapn exovixay xataywentodv CPU.

Awxorny| (interrupt) npog ewovixry CPU.

Extéheon emovixric CPU [19].

2.1.4 MicroVMs xot Firecracker VMM
MicroVMs

[ot TOAAG YedVIaL, Ol TEOYEOUUATIOTEC AOYLOUIXOU XL OL UMY OVIXOl CUCTNUATWY OVTLUE-
Tomlay éva JeueMmdes SIANupa xaTd TNV ETAOYT TEYVOAOYLWY eixovixoroinong. And tn pla
mheupd ot mapoadoataxés exovixée pnyavés (VM) mapéyouv toyuen armoudvwaor, eEopoudvo-
VTG €V OAOXANPO UG TN UTOAOYLOTY), TO 0OTolo Blard€TEL TO Bixd TOU AELTOLRYIXO GUC TN,
pvrun xou mopouc. Auth 1 apyitexToviny Teoopépel LYNAG Badud acpoieiog xaL dlayweloHo-
U petagd twv workloads, eiodyel duwe onuavtixd overhead xotd v exxivnon, eved enlong
nopouctdlel auEnuéves anathoels ot topoug [20].

To containerization €yel avaderydel we wiar ehagppld evarioxtixr) Abon. Ta containers
potedlovTal ToV TUEYVAL TOU AELTOLEYIXOU CGUGTAUATOSC TOU XEVTEXOU UTONOYIGTY|, ETLTRETO-
VTOG TNV TayEld XAAXWOT TOY CTIYUOTUTWY TOUg PE EAAYIo TN Yerion mopwy. H toydtntd
Toug o xaho Td WLakTERO EAXUCTIXG Yia TS CUYYPOVES apytTEXTOVIXES TTou Bacilovtol oe mi-
croservices. 201600, auUTA 1 TEOGEYYION XOWNC YenNong muphva elodyetl Tdavols xvdivoug
ao@oelag xadidS PEWDVEL TO GUVOAIXO ETUTESD amopdvwone oe alyxplon pe Tic VM [20].

Ta microVMs oyedidotnxay »ote vo cuvBLALoLY Ta TAEOVEXTHUTA TwVY BLO ToEATAVE
npooeyyloewy. ‘Eva microVM elvan pior ehagpld ecovix) unyovr). H eixovixomoinon oto e-
{nedo LAXOUL Blatneeltat, eve Gha To U amapaltnTa o totyela Tou anapTilouy €va Tapadocioxd
VM mnopakeinovion mpoxeyévou vo ueyioTonotniel 1 anodoTixoTnTo. LUYXEXPUEVA, ATOPEU-
yetat 1 UTOO THEIET TEPITAOXWY AELTOURYLOY TwV guest xou 1 e&opoiwon teptttwy hardware

ovoxeudv (m.y. legacy ouoxevéc) pe otdyo tnv eZdhewn tou emnhéov overhead mou Vo
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Tpoxahovoe 1 Blayeipion Toug. Avt’ awtol tor microVMs emixevTpdvovToL amoXAEIG TN GTO
ENAYLOTO GUVOAO AELTOURYLOY TOU OmouTOOVIOL YL TNV OGQPOAT) %ol AmOBOTIX EXTEAEDT) EQ-
yoouwy. Me autdv Tov 1pémo emituyydveTon onuavTiny pelworn toco tng empdvelag entdeong
(attack surface) 600 xat Tov anotuTGUATOC PLVAunc Touc memory footprint.[7][20].

To amotéheopa etvan pLor exovixt| unyovy| Tou GUVBUALEL TIC LoYVEES EYYUHOELS ATOUOVGIONS
NS MOEABOGCLAXHC EXOVIXOTIOINOTNG, UE YOQUXTNELOTIXG ambd00TE Tou TeooeYYi{ouy autd Twv
container. Autd To yvwelopota ta xahoTtodv xatdAAnha yio serverless mepBdihovia Tou
puhoevoly workloads molamAodv yenotodv (multi-tenant) émou 1 anopdvwon, N taydTNTA

xou 1 enextootpotnta (scalability), €youv Wiaitepn onuacio [7].

Firecracker

To Firecracker etvou o teyvoloyia eovixonoinong avouytod xmdixa (open-source) mou
€yel oyedlooTel eldwd yia T dlayelplon workloads oe multi-tenant serverless mep3dAiovta,
xadwg T extehel o microVMs, eved emixevtpwveton xuplng o unneeotec FaaS. Avomtiydnxe
an6 v Amazon Web Services yia va BEATIOOEL TNV eUTELR{R TWV TEAATOV OE UTNEEGIES OTWS
ot AWS Lambda xou AWS Fargate [21][7].

IMapoyota project avoryvewpetlovtag Tny avdyxn yia BEATIoUéVn amoudvwon twv workloads
Aoyw tou multi-tenancy, enéhelav v eixovixonoinor Bdoel bare-metal hypervisor. Xu-
viidwe yenotpornoteitor o Levydpt QEMU/KVM we Leuydpr VMM /hypervisor. Yto Fire-
cracker emAéydnxe va datneniel to KVM addd va avtixatactadel mhipwe o QEMU and
éva Véo poviého VMM ye mo Autr) uhomoinor, ypauuévo oe pla acpohy| yYAoooo, tnv Rust, xou
mou Sndéter APT yior tnyv Slaudpgwon xou Suayeiptorn tewv microVMs. To anotéheoua ftav 10
Firecracker va mepiéyet nepinouv 50 yuhiddes ypoppés xmddixa, dnhadh 96% Aydtepec and au-
té¢ Tou QEMU. Acbouévne tne mapoync Atrc dtaudppuone Linux guest nuprva, mpoopépet
overhead uvAung uixpdtepo amd S5MB avd microVM, exxivnon o Aydtepo and 125ms, xou
EMTEENEL TNV ONpLovpyia €we xou 150 microVMs avd deutepdhento avd host. Eniong Adyw tne
ENeldne TOAGY oTolyelwy Twv ouufatixev VM éyel petwpévn enwpdvela enideonc (attack

surface) yeyovoc mou BeEATIOVEL THY ao@dAeLd Tou.

2.2 Ewovixn puvApn xou SLoyYElplo” UWVAUNS OTLS ELXOVL-
XES UNYAVES

2.2.1 Ewovixy MvrAun

2NV TANROQOELXY|, 1) EXOVIXT) UVAUY Vo Wiar TEY VXY BlatyElplong UVANG TTOU TUREYEL Lol
Wovixr apabpean Twv Topwy anoYixeucne Tou vl Tporypotixd Sladéotuol oe Evay UTOAOYLOTH
xou dnuovpyel v Peudaiotnon otoug yerotes 6Tt dtadéTouv pior TOAD Leydhn (xpLor) uvhun.

To hertoupyind oo TNUO TOU UTOAOYLOTY, avTioToly (el Tic BleudUVOELS UVAUNS TOL YET-
olonotolvTaL and €val TEOYEUUUd, oL oToleg ovoudlovial exovixéc BlevdiVoELS, OE PUOIXES
olevdivoelg oTn PvAun Tou urtohoyloTh. O xUplog ypog armodrixeuong omwe @aiveton and
o Stepyooia, eppovileton we EVog GUVEYOUEVOS YWeog dleLIOVOEWY 1) GUANOYT| CUVEYOUEVWLV

TUnudToy [22].



2.2.2  Auwyelpion pvAunc oTic EOVIXEG UNyovES

Emmiéov, ypnoyonoumvtag ToV anoUnxeuTiXo Y meo ToU BloX0U WE TROEXTACT) TNE PUOLXNC
UVAUNG, TO AELTOURYIXO GUCTNUA UTOREL VoL ToPOUGCIALEL OTIC BLERYAGIES EVOV EXOVIXO Y(OPO
Sieudivoewy mou unepPaivel oe péyetdoc v Swrdéoun Quoixr uvAun Tou cucTthuatog [22].
Ye auto To Povtélo Blyelplong uviung, otav dnuiovpyeiton cuugdenon oty RAM n uvrun
Tou éyel tpoonehaotel Mydtepo tpdogota (Least Recently Used - LRU) petagépeton otov
dloxo xou emavagépetan oty RAM étav mpoonehaotel Eavd. Auth 1 Sdixacia ovoudletot
swapping [23].

Mepixd mheovexthpoto Tng emxovixic wvhune anoteholv to e€hc [22]:

o Aneheulépmon TwV EQUPUOYOY antd TNV avdyxn dlayelplong evoc xovdypnoTou Yheou

pvrune.
o AuvaTtoTNTA XOWAC YPHONS TNS UVAUNS Tou yenoluonotoly BIBAoUAXES BEpYACLOY.
o AuZnuévn acpdhelor AOYw OmOUOVWONS ATO T UVAUT AAAGY BIERYACLE.

o AuvaTOTNTA EVVOLOAOYIXTS YV ONE TEQIGCOTERNC UVAUNE a6 O, Tt €lvar QuUOLXd Btardéaiun.

YeAwdornoinon tng Ewcovixre MvAung

Yyedov OAeC OL TREEYOUCES EQPUPUOYES TNG EWMOVIXAC UVAUNG YwellOLY TOV ELXOVIXO YKOEO
dieudivoewy oe oehidec (pages), ONAadY xOupPdTLor GUVEXOUEVGDY BLEUDUVOE®Y, TTOL OVTIG TOL-
y{lovtou oe eyypapéc otov mivaxa cekidwy (page table). Ta pages ota olyypove cuoTAUATY
€youv ouviidwe uéyedoc touldytotov 4 kilobytes [22]. "Eva page frame eivon to uixpdtepo
otodepol UEYEYOUC XOPUATL QUOIXAC UVAUNG GTO oTtolo TO AelToupynd oo TNUo unopel vo
avtiototyloel xdmowo page puviunc [24].

O ntivaxeg oehidwv (page tables) ypnotwonoolvtaL yLor Tn UETAPEACT TV EXOVIXGDY BLEL-
YOvoewy mou BAETEL 1) eQapuoYY, o8 PuOoKéS Bleudivoelg Tou yenotponotel To LS. To ulixd
Tou yetptleton auTh TN HETAPpoo Elval YVWo 6 we povdda Swyelpone uviune (MMU). Kdde
eyypapy| oo page table mepiéyel éva flag mou unodexviel edv 1 avtioToryn cehida PeloxeTton
oTn meayUoTix uvAun 1 oxt. Edv Peloxeton oty mpayuatied uvAun, n eyypapr oto page
table Yo mepiéyel ) dieduvorn otny omola elvon amodnrevuévn n oeAida.  AlapopeTind To
ulix6 eyeiper éva page fault, xahdvtoc Tov avtiotoyo yeploth (handler) tou Aettovpyixo
ovothpatog [22]. O page fault handler mpénel otn ouvéyeto vo Bpet o ehebidepn Véomn ot
UVAUN Yo auTh TN oeAlda. XNy mepintwon mou dev undpyel eheblepr Yéom, To Acttoupyind
tonoVetel TN oeAido otn Véon plog un ehevidepne oehidog (m.y ue moltixr) LRU) xau n oehida
QUTH peTapEpETOL OE BEUTEPEVOY amoUNXEUTIXG YWpO (T.Y. 0T dioxo), epdoov utootneileton
To swapping. e 0e0TEQRT PACT) EVINUEQWVOVTAL OL EYYRAUPES TwV OEABWY oTo page table wote

var UTodexvOouv Ty Véor toug ot uvAun (f ™y amovsia Toug aro outy) [25].

2.2.2  Awayeiplon WVAUNG OTIS ELXOVIXES UNYXVES

H ewovixonoinom ewodyel éva emmAéov eninedo dioyelpione uviung, to onofo anoutel oL ma-
padoaotoxol unyoviouot tou Poacilovton otn povéda dyeiptone uviune (MMU) va eréyyovton

am6 tov hypervisor, npoxewévou va dtac@aiileton 1 opUOTNTA XU 1) ATOUOVOOT) METAUED TWV



Kegdhowo 2. Oewpntind undBadpo

exovixv unyaveyv. H ewxovixomoinon tou MMU cuvendyeton npécietoug mapdyoviee mou
meémel va Angdolv unddn xatd Tov oyediaoud xou v vhonoinon tne [2].

Ot Siepyaoieg mou exTEAOUVTAL OE L0l EIXOVIXY] Ny VT LOLedlovTon TO QUGIXO YMEO BLEu-
YOvoewv Tou guest ye v unootheEn wae ‘virtual to physical" (V-to-P) avtiotolynong
TOU TUEEYETAL ATO TO AELTOUEYWO cLoTNa Tou guest. Ou guowég dieudivoelg Tou guest
avtiotolyilovian oe uoxéc dleutivoelg Tou host omwe axpBdc avtiotoryilovton oL EXoVIXES
orevdivoele dlepyaotyv tou host oe guoéc. ‘Onwe gaiveton oto Nyrua 2.4, xdde ewovixt
dieduvon (VA) and tic Siepyooiec P1 xou P2 petagedleton oe pa puowt| diebduvon ot
UVAUn Tou guest xal 0T cLvEyELo o hypervisor yetagpedlel to physical page frame numbers
tou guest (GPFN) ota nporypatixd MEN (machine frame numbers) tne guotxic uvAung tov
host [2].

P1 P2
User VA VA
{H N s o I B
Guest OS v
[Virtual Memory Systen’ﬂ
ey Guest Physical
V-to-P @ Frames (GPFN)
[T T T T T TTTT]
Hypervisor

P-to-M

T W e [ e

Machine Frames (MFN)

Yyfua 2.2: Awayeipion pvnuns ota eikovikd ouoTNHATA e Peudo-pualkés oeAides oTov guest
mov aviotoryilovtar o€ oelideg tov host [2]

Ta 600 enimeda UETAPEAOTC UVAUNG TOU ATOLTOUVTOL YL TNV EXOVIXOTOINGT TN UVAUNG
elvor 1 xVpLot TNY7 ToAUTAOXOTNTAC X0 ETUBAEUVOTC GTOL EXOVIXOTIONUEVA CUC THUAT. XpT-
owomololvTal ouvRlwe TeEYVXéS Omwe software-based MMU virtualization, paravirtualized

MMU virtualization 7} hardware assisted MMU virtualization yio tnv BeAtiwon tng anddo-
one [2].

2.2.3 Avuvvopixy TEOoCUQUOYN VARG OTLG ELXOVIXEG (N AVES

Ot amoutroelc Tou €Y0UV Ol EPUPUOYES GE UVAUN UTOREL Vo ToLXAOLY UE TNV TdE0do TOu
yeovou. O hypervisor pnopel va exueTahAeUTEL AUTO TO YEYOVOC XOL VO XOTAVEIUEL AVAAO-
YO TNV WVAUT), €T0L WOTE 1) TOGOTNTU UVAUNG TIOU XATEYEL ULOL ELXOVIXT] UNY VY] OTOLOOHTOTE
YEOVIXT) OTiyU Vo efval axEBic aUTH TOL €YEL oVEYXT YId TS EQUOUOYES TOU EXTEAOUVTOL
oe auth. H Suvatdtnta duvauinhc adinone 1 yelwong tng uviune mou ebvar Stodéouurn oe uia
exovixr} unyovy yivetow 6Ao xan To dNUoPIATc xadog Peloxel egapuoyy| o ToANoUC TOoUE(C.
Mo mapdderyua oe éva cloud mepBdAlov, 1 duvouLxy TEOGUPUOYT| TNG UVHUNG ETULTEETEL GTOUG
Yehotec va BedtioTonoioouy T Ypéwon toug [2][26]. Ou teyvixéc mou emtpénouv T du-

VOLXT) TROCUEUOYY) UVAUNG eXUETaAAEbOVTAL TNV gVEME(Ol TN QPUOXTC UVAUNG Tou guest ot



2.2.3  Auvauix) TpocopUoY T UVAUNG OTIC ELXOVIXES UNYAVES

mappings Ue tn @uown uviun tou host. Tétoieg teyvinéc eivar To memory ballooning, xau

7o memory hot(un)plug.

Memory ballooning

To memory ballooning elvor €vog Unyaviolog ToU YeNOoWOTOLELTAL Yiol T UETUPOQEE (PUOL-
YXNC UVAUNG METAED ULog EXOVIXTG UMy oviAc xou Tou hypervisor tng, npocopuolovtac duvouxd
To UEyelog TNG UVAUNG TNG EWOVIXAC unyoavric. XTo memory ballooning, to Acitoupyixd
oVoTnuo Tou guest dtadétel Evay 08Ny 6 yior Ty balloon cuoxeuy (balloon driver) mou Sioyet-
etletan o péyedog tou balloon. O driver unoctneilel Vo Baocwég Aertoupyiec: To inflation
xar to deflation tou balloon. Koatd tnv dwdixacio tou balloon inflate o guest yéow tou
driver xdver allocate pvrun xan tnv napadidel otov hypervisor éneita and aitnuo Touv delte-
eou. Mok o hypervisor mopardfBer T GPEN, to xdver unmap and tov guest, dorypdpet tTnv
avTiotolytorn toug pe T MEN Tou host xau yenotwomolel autr tn uviun yia dAieg diepyaoieg
Tou host. Kotd tnv diaduxactio tou balloon deflate o hypervisor dnutovpyel Eavd tnv avti-
otolynon 1wv GPFN ue ta MFN xou ewdonoiel tov guest va eheudepcdoetl tnv uviurn nou elye

xdvet allocate mponyouuévee [2][27][28].

Auvvapixy TeocInxy WVAUNG KECw Tou unyavicwol hotplug

H Suvotémnta duvauixhc tpoctixne uviune (memory hotplug) pehetridnxe apyixd oty
xovotnTo avdmtuéne tou muprva Tou Linux. To xiviteo niow and auth v T} VXN fTay 1)
OLVATOTNTA EMEXTACTS TNG PUOLXNG UVAUNG EVOS CUCTAUNTOS XATA amaiTnom, ywelc vor omou-
telton enavexxivnon 1 Slaxony tng Aertoupyiog tou. T'a va utootneilel auth TN Aettoupyio o
Tuphvag TEETEL var yenowonolel To povtédo pvAune SPARSEMEM. To SPARSEMEM yo-
etler hoywd tn uvAun oe tuAuota tou (Bou ueyédoug. To xdie turuo ovoudletar section
xan To péyedog tou e€aptdton and TNy apyrtextovixy. [N mopdderypa 1 x86-64 yenowonote
sections twv 128MB eve n PowerPC towv 16MB. H povéda uvrune mou yivetor hot(un)plug
efvan évo section [2][27].

H Jertoupyia tou hotplug ywelleton oe 600 @doeic. Xe mpdtn @dor dnutoveyolvTon To
petadedopévo ou aopolv TN uvAUn (T.y. page structs), dnuovpyolvtar page table entries
YLor TNV duean avTioTolylor, xou €melta dnuoveyolvTon Tar umhox wvhung [29].

Y1 deltepn @don 1 uviun mou mpootédnxe Sutiveton otov allocator and tov muprva.
Metd and auth ) @domn, 1 uviun eivar Théov opath) otoug yenotec. Auth n @dor ovoudleton
memory onlining [27][29].

[Tapdro mou umopet var yenowonoindel yio Tnv teocifixn 1 tnv agaipeon evog DIMM ce
puotxd cucThuata, o unyavioudés hot(un)plug Beloxer xohbtepn epopuoyh oTa EXOVIXOTOL-
nuéva cuotApata 6mou T DIMM eivon évag emovinde mépog mou TopéyeTon OTNY EXOVIXT

unyovh amd tov hypervisor [27].

Auvvopixy] agalpeon WVAKUNG KECK TOoL WNyaviclol hotunplug

Ouolwg pe to hotplug, To hotunplug yweileton xou autd e B0 Pdoelc. NNV TEWTN QAo
1 wviun amoxpeUnteton ano Tov page allocator, evey ot debtepn @don 1 uviun agotpeital ano

TO AELTOLRPYIXG CUCTNUO Xt ONOL ToL OYETIXE e aUTH ueTadESOUEVL xaTooTEépovTan [29)].
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H Siaduacta unplug ennpedleton onuavTixd and To TeKMTo TNG 6TAdL0, Xodde auTtd oLy VA
nepthouPBdvel T petaopd (migration) xotelhnupévov oehidwy uviunc. Ot yetopopés autég

TEOXUAOUVTOL EUUECU ATO TOV OLUYELRLOTH UVUNG TOU guest AlToupyxo) GUCTAUATOC.

ITegropiopoi Tou hotunplug

Metagopd ceAidwy WVAUNG

‘Onwe avolleton oe npdogates pehétes [3] to Linux teivouv va Sraporpdlouv tic oehideg
TV BIEQYACLOY GE OAOXANEO T0 €VPOC TN PUOLXNC UVAUNGS UE anoTélecua éva memory block
VoL TEELEYEL GEADEC TOANGDY BLapope TV dipyaouwy. To Linux exteholyv allocations uviung
xat” anaitnon (lazy allocation), dnhads deouebouy celidec pévo Gtav 1 diepyaoia Tic npo-
oneldoeL Yl npdTn popd (page fault). T va eZunnpetiioer To page fault, 1o Aettoupyind
olrdétel otn Oiepyaoio omoladrnote dladéotun oehida, ywplc Vo oToYelEL GTN CUVEYOUEVT
AATOVOUY| UVAUNG, UE ATOTEAECUN T1) OLIOTIOQOTY XUTUVOUT) TV CEAMDWY GTNY UVAUN oL TNV
oAANAOETUXGALYN TV arotunwudtwy uvhune (memory footprint) Sapopetixdv Siepyaotdv
ota blocks uviung [3]. Mia avoropdo taon autod tou gavouévou goivetor oto Ly fuo 2.3 yia

Tic diepyaotec F1 xon F2.

Page

l_1_.l
Memory Block Zone Movable

EyAua 2.3: AAMnrokdAvyn twr diepyaciov F1 ka1 F2 ota blocks pviiuns [3]

Avth n ahknhoemxdiudrn Suoyepaiver To unplug g uvAung. Do mopdderypa, 6tav 1
diepyaota F2 tepuotioer xou ameheudepoel tn uvAun te, o host pnopel va {ntrioet v
avdxtnon (reclaim) tne uvAune authc. O guest Yo npootadfioel var amopovioeL pa Teptoyn
uvAung loou peyédoug pe autéd g diepyaoiag Tou Tepudtioe, e€etdlovtog Yeouuixd ta blocks
UVAUNG Tou cuoTAUaToS. Emeld| duwe ol oeldeg tng F1 mopopévouy avouetyuéveg oe moANd
amo autd T blocks, to Aettouvpyind chotnua Yo ypeootel va petapépet (migrate) oehideg yia
v omopovooet emopxt| oprdud blocks tou oty cuvéyeto Yo xdver offline xou unplug [3].

H pviun mou npootidetar duvapuxd (hot-plugged) tonodeteitan cuvitng oe o ewdinh Ldvn
Tou allocator Tou Aettoupyixol cucTiuatog, T ZONE_MOVABLE. H {dhvn auth| €yetl oyediactel
dote va doywpilet Tic petoxvhotes (movable) and tic un yetoxaviowes (non-movable) oe-
Adec, ye oxond va eCacpaioer Tt ta blocks mou avixouv ce auTH uTopolUYV va anocuvdeYolY
(offlined) [3].

Apywxornoinon cehidwv uvAunc (Page Zeroing)

‘Evog oxoun nopdyovtog emfdpuvone otn dtadixactior unplug uvAune mpoxintel and to

TEPLTTO Undeviopd (zeroing) twv cehidwv uvAunc.
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Kota 1o offlining tng uvAune to Linux teiver va opyxonolel Ti¢ oelideg twv blocks mou
mpoxerton va yivouv offline, wote va o amopovaoet ano to utéroino chotnua. To Acttoupyind
oev Yvweilel tote éva block mpoopileton yio unplug xou €Tl tpoywedel GTOV TERLTTO UNBEVIOUO

WY CEABWYV ToL, YEYOVOC Tou Elodyel aypelaoto overhead otnv hotunplug diadixaocia [3].

2.3 virtio-mem

2.3.1 YnoBadeo
Non-Uniform Memory Access (NUMA)

H Mn Ouotbpopyn IpboBaon otn MvAun (Non-Uniform Memory Access — NUMA)
OTOTEAEL L0l APYLTEXTOVIXT] OYEQIOIONC UVANG TOU YPNOWOTOLELTAL OE GUOTAUNTA TOAAXTALY
enelepyaotdv (multiprocessor systems). Ye auth v opyttextovixy o ypdvoc mpdolacng
ot uviun e&optdton and tn Yéon g uvAung o oyéon ue tov encéepyoaotn. e éva NUMA
obotnuo N wviun ywetleton ot xoufouc (Lwveg) mou ovoudlovtar NUMA nodes otoug onoioug
avotitetan pio cuyxexpévn tTomixy) CPU, énwe gaiveton oto Xyrua 2.4. ‘Evac enelepyactrc
UTOEEL VoL TPOCTIEAATEL T1) OLXT) TOL TOTUXT| UVAUT| YN YOROTERA OO [LOL U1} TOTUXT| VY], ONAADT
UVAUT ToU aviXeL o ANV emelepyaoTh| 1| elval xowoyenoTr UETAED TOMOY eNelepydoTMY
[30][31].

Intersocket
Node 0 connection Node 1

g CPU CPU 5
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E o 1 2 1 2 E -
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: 3 |2 4
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o o
—d wd

Y4 Remote access

access

Tyfua 2.4: apyrvextovikry NUMA [4]

H opyitextovixy NUMA eivon diaitepa amodotixy| yioo workloads pe udmid Badud tomi-
XOTNTOUG AVUPORAC OTN UVAUY. 2 TETOIEC TEPITTWOOELS, XGVE enelepyaoThg exTEAEl AetToupyieg
TV o€ €va UTOGUVORO BEBOPEVWY oL BploxeTtal xLpltG 0T B TOL TOTUXY TEPLOY Y| UVIUNG,
MELOVOVTAC €TOL TNV XUXAOPOpEo dedoUévwy oTov dlavho uvhune (memory bus) xou Pedtidvo-

VTOC TN 6LVOAXY| amddoom Tou cuoThuatog [30].

VIRTIO

To VIRTIO eivan éva npewtdéxorlho emxovmviog uetollh odnywy cuoxeuny (drivers) xou
EMoVXOY cLoxeLwY (devices) SLdopwy TOTWV. AvamTOyUNXE ©OC TEOTUTO YLOl TUPUELXOVI-
xomotnuévee ouoxevéc (paravirtualized devices) ye oxond v anodotixh entxowvmvio YeTold

guest xou host [32].
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TredYuvog yior TNV xATAOXEUT XaL TNV AEtToupYio Twv virtio cuoxeu®y etvon o hypervisor.
O hypervisor ex€tel auTES TIC CUOKEUES GTOV guest UEGK TUTOTONUEVWY UNYAVIOUMY, OTWS
7o PCI ¥ to MMIO, ¢ote va umopolv vor avary veploTouy xou Vo yenotuoroinoly and to
Aettovpyixd obotnua [32].

H emxowvwvia yetagh Tou 0dnyol Tng cuoxeuic GTOV guest ot TG avTloToLY NS GUGKEVHC
oTov hypervisor mpayuatonolelton HECW EYYEUPOV XU AVOYVWOOEWY GE [ULOL XOWVOYENO TN TE-
oy n uviune (shared memory). I tn petapopd Sedouévwy yenotponotolvton eEEBIXEUUEVES

dopéc dedouévwy tou ovopdlovta virtqueues [32].

2.3.2 TIlIepropiopol Tou memory ballooning xow tou DIMM (un)plug

Ot unyoviopol avdxTnone UVAUNG ToU TUEOUCLAG TNXAY PEYEL TORA TAPOLCIALOLY CUYXE-

Z ’ Ié ’ 7
AEWEVOUC TIEPLOPLOUOUE TOL EMNEEACOLY TNV ATOBOTIXOTNTA Xal TNV eVEAE A TOUS.

ITeplopiopoi Tou memory ballooning

Topd Tt TAEOVEXTHUOTA TOU, 0TS 1 AMAT) LAOTOINGT xou 1) evpeiot UTOC THELEN amd Blopope-
TIXEC QPYITEXTOVIXESG X0l AELTOLEYIXE GLUOTHUATA, To memory ballooning eugaviCel apxetolc

neploptopols [26]. Mepixol ano autole elvon oL e€hc:

o 'EANewny, NUMA-awareness: Ot vhonowuévor unyoavioyol ballooning dev etvou
NUMA-aware, dnhady| 6ev Aowfdvouv vrddn tn dour xou v tonoroyio twv NUMA
nodes tou cuotiuoatoc. To autruata yio inflation 1) deflation dev otoyebouv cuyxe-
xpwévoug NUMA nodes o0te cuyxexpluéveg meployéc guotnic uviung tou guest. Edv
TO AelToupYLx6 Tou guest dev €yel evowuatnuévn utootieln NUMA, o Boaocixdg page
allocator dev eivon oe Véomn va eEunnpetrioet atoelc BEoUEUONC UVAUNG OE CUYXEXQL-
uéva NUMA nodes. ¢ anmotéheoya, unopet vor avaxtniel pviun omo évay SLapopeTinos
NUMA x6ufo and tov emduditd YeEYovog Tou Unopel Vo ETNpedoel Ty anddoon xou

dwv VM tou cuctiuatog [26).

e Mevydrog aprduoc VM Exits: H anédoon tou unyaviopob memory ballooning
emnpeedletan onuovtixd and ta VM exits. Kdde @opd mou o driver tou balloon ctéivet
éva altnua mpog Tov hypervisor, mpoyuotonoweiton évor VM exit, dnioadr o éieyyog
METOUPERETOL TPOCWEVE Ad TO EXOVIXG Unydvnue otov hypervisor. Katd to didotnua
auUTO, o driver ToPUUEVEL OE XATACTACT) AVUUOVHG EWG 6TOU AIBEL ANAVTNOT) OYETXE UE TO
oftnuo. Emedr oto memory ballooning 7 Stobixacio inflation (8i6yxwong tou balloon)
Tpaypotornoleiton oe eninedo oeAldoag, T VM exits elvoar moANd xou w¢ amotéheoyo 1

Sroduxaoior etvon Wiaitepa x0oToBoEA [3].

ITeplopiopol Tou napadoociaxol unyavicpoL hot(un)plug

O napadootoxde pnyaviopde hot(un)plug eivor NUMA-aware xou tpoxahel hydtepa VM
Exits oo to ballooning agot dioyeipiletor v uviun oe eninedo block (section). Qotdoo,
€VaC omb TOUS GNPV TIXOTEROUC TEPLOPLOUOVE TOL Tapadoctoxol unyaviopod memory hot(un)plug
apopd to granularity ye to onolo unopel vo TpocUEcEL 1 Vol APALEETEL UVIUN OTNV EXOVIXT

unyov). Xe avtideon ye To memory ballooning, to onolo Baciletan otov page allocator tou
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guest AeitoupYol cUGTAUATOS xou UTopel YewpnTIXd Vo AELTOUPYNOEL O TOAD WxEY| xAlua-
xa, o unyoviowde hot(un)plug hertovpyel oe Mol peyolbtepo granularities, ocuvAidwe Tng
T4ENE exatovtddwy megabytes 1 axdun xou gigabytes. H eldyiotn duvatr wovddo uviung
mou propel vo tpootedel 1 va agarpedel (block) eZaptdton and to guest OS. T mopddery-
uo, oto x86-64 Linux, to uixpdtepo hot(un)pluggable memory block xupaiveton petadd 128
MiB xou 2 GiB, avdhoyo ye ) plduion tou cucthuatog. Autdg o meploploldc xahotd to
hot(un)plug axotdAinho v yeron oe nepBdAlovta tou anoutolv mo fine-grained ehaotixy
uvAun xadde 1 yeron tou odnyel cuyvd eite oe unepdéouevon (over-provisioning), eite oe

unoyenowonoinon (underprovisioning) tng pviunc [26].

2.3.3 virtio-mem: ApyitexTtovixy

Tn hon otoug mapamdve TEPLOELOUOUS Edwaoe 1 avdnTuln Tou virtio-mem. To virtio-
mem ewvat W paravirtualized cuoxevy| Baciopévn oto npwtdéxorro VIRTIO oyedioouévn
v fine-grained NUMA-aware ehaotixs] uviun [26].

O unyoaviopode virtioomem emtpénel Ty Exdeon uiog SUVOUIXAC TOCOTNTUC UVAUNG OTNV
ewovxt| unyovh (VM), péow Zexmwplotdv virtio-mem cuoxeudv. XuvAdwe, xdde cuoxeun
avtiotoryel oe évay exovixd NUMA »6ufo, emtpénovtoc étol 1y NUMA-aware Suyeipion
e pviune [26].

Evvotohoywd, xdie virtio-mem cuoxevy| tpocopolmveTtal ws éva yeydho DIMM, o omoio
elvor Banpepévo oe blocks otadepol peyédoug. Kdde block umopel va Peioxetoan o pio amd
dVo xataotdoeic: plugged (evepyd xou Swdéowo oto VM) A unplugged (un Sioedéowo).
H Swdwasta tpoctiung 1 agaipeone blocks ouvtoviCetan yéow emxovwviag avueco GTov
hypervisor xa To guest OS, yenowonowwvTag T virtio-mem cuoxeur| we dienagr]. Ot autrioelg
ahhoryfic peyédoug (resize requests) mpoépyovton and tov hypervisor, eved to guest OS éyel tTnv
evdOvn va emié€et mola blocks Vo yivouv hotplugged 7| hotunplugged dote va ixavomoiniel
0 aftnuo [26].

H hertoupyio tne cuoxevric Paciletoun oc 600 Baocixd properties: To plugged_size mou
AVTITEOOWTEVEL TN Uviun mou etvan Non plugged otn cuoxeur xau opats) 6TOV guest, xou To
requested_size uéow Tou omolou o hypervisor dniwvel o emuuntd Yéyedog puviung yio
™ ovoxeun. To guest OS cuyxpivel autd o 6V properties ylo va amogoviel v TEENEL Vo
mpootedoly 1) va agapedolv blocks uviune [26].

Mo oxomoie BedtioTonolnong, Evol TURo TNG CUVORLXNS TERLOYTiC UV UNG TToL SLoryetpiletan
1 cUOXELY| uTopel var oplleTton w¢ usable region, dnhadr mMeploy GTNV OmOolX EMTEENETAL TO
plugging véwv blocks. O hypervisor umopel va emextelvel Suvauixd auTHY TNV TERLOYT, Yid
TopddeLyUo 6Tay To requested_size auinidel mépa amo auth. Me tov TpoTO QWTO, TO Virtio-
mem EMTEETEL OTAOLIXT| Xl ENEYYOUEVY EMEXTAOT NS dtadéotune uvAune [26].

To péyedoc twv blocks otnv neployn uviunc mou dayeipileton 1 cuoxeuy| xadopiletan
am6 tov hypervisor, xau xowotoleitow oto guest péow WLOTNTAC TN cuoxevrc. Ta plugged
blocks cuuneptpépovtar cav xavovixy guox uvAun RAM, eve n npdcBacn oto unplugged
blocks dewpeiton adpiotn Iop’ dho auTd, o€ OPICUEVES TEQITTWOELS, EMITEETETOL 1) VY VWOT)
Twv unplugged blocks evtdc tne usable region, kote va Sieuxohiveton 1 Snutoveyior memory

dumps 7| snapshots [26].
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2.3.4 Awduxacio hot(un)plug oto virtio-mem

‘Otav o hypervisor emdupel vo ahhdet to péyedog uvAung tou guest, emiéyet yla and
i virtio-mem cvoxevéc (yio mopdderypa pe Baon xdnote NUMA npotiunon) xou tpomonotel
7o requested_size. H ohhayr auty| evepyonotel éva orjua ewdomoinong mpog tov guest, evr-
UERAOVOVTAS TOV OTL 1) Bladpwo TNg cuoxeunc €yel alkd&el. O odnydg tou virtio-mem oto
guest OS eivon urebYuvog va Qé€pel TN cUOXELY|) OTNY EMVUUNTH XATACTAOY), ETAEYOVTAS TA
xotdhhnho blocks yior (un)plug. Xtn cuvéyela otéhvel éval odTnua TEOS TN CUGXEUT TO OTO{o
™V TAnpogopel oyeTxd pe o urodripia tpog (un)plug blocks. H cuoxeun unogel vo amode-
xOel 1) var amopplder To aftnua, Tapéyovtoag outioAdynon Yo TNy andéact tne. Mo andppuln
(reject) umopel va mpoxOeL, yia Topdderyua, GTAV 1) CUOXEUT EIVIL ATACYOANUEVY), OTIWS OE
nepuntioelc petaxivione evoc VM (live migration) émou o hypervisor 8ev unogel npocwptvd
va yewptotel Aertoupylee (un)plug, 7 6tav to plug véwv blocks Va elye we anotéleoya va
umepPel To cuvolxd requested size Tou €yet opiotel and Tov hypervisor. ‘Eneita amo €yxpion

TOU AWTHUOTOC:

o Y11 mepintwon tou plug o driver mpoywedel oe mpocifxn twv blocks 6To Asttoupynd

Tou guest.

e Ytnv nepintwon Tou unplug, o driver agoupel ta blocks amo to Aettoupyxd Tou guest, e-
VO 1) GLUOXELY| EVNUEROVEL TOV host w¢ 1 unplugged meploy ) uviung dev yenotuonoteiton

/’ 4 / 14 /. 7
TAEOV (OGTE AUTOC VoL TNV a€lOTOMNOEL O GAAES Dlepyaoiee.

2.3.5 Emxowonvia petald device xou guest OS (driver) wéow tou npo-
tOrouv VIRTIO

O unyoaviopode emxowvwviag tou npotdnou VIRTIO yenowonotelton yior Ty dueon emixot-
vovio Tou host pe tov guest o avtiotpoga. o napdderyuo uéow Tou virtqueue tng GUoKELHC
o hypervisor mhnpogopel Tov guest driver yia petofforéc Tou requested_size, eve o guest
driver ypnowonotel to virtqueue yiot va otéhvel (un)plug outiuarta otov hypervisor [26]. Ta

Tt Tou utoo Tneilovton auTr TN oTiyun TepthauBdvouy:
e 70 plug 7 unplug evég 1 neplocdTEROY GUVEYOUEVWLWY blocks,

e Tov éheyyo tne xotdotaons (plugged, unplugged ¥ mixed) evéc 1 teptocdTEPLV CUVE-

xouevwy blocks.

‘Olec ot WBLoTNTES Tne cuoxeufic (device properties) eivon opatéc otov driver Tou guest
OS péow tou VIRTIO configuration space, dnAodr €vog €L6LX0U YWEOU TUPAUETOWY TOU

xadopilel TNV xoTdoTACT) XL TIG BUVATOTNTES TNG CUGKEVTC.

2.4 XyeTtxn SovAsld

2.4.1 Squeezy: UNYAVIOULOG ATOBOTIXNG AVAXTNONG UVAUNG

Avaryvopilovtag Tic aduvopieg Tou hotunplug, xou a€lomoldvtog To YEYOVOC OTL GE server-

less mepBdihovta ot péylotec anantrioelc Twv workloads oe puviun xadopilovtar ex Twv po-



2.4.1 Squeezy: Unyoviopoc amodoTIXAC AVAXTNONS UVAUNG

TEPWY ATO TOUG YPENHOTES, O UNYOVIoUOS Squeezy ovantUyOnxe Ye otoyo TNy Thnen e€dhewdn
TV page migrations xot Tou page zeroing.

Ytnv vAorolnon tou Squeezy To AEttoupyixd cUCTNUA TOu guest Tpomomolelton WoTE Vo
Ywellet Aoyixd Ty puvAun oe aveldotnto turuate. Kdde ocuvdptnon uropel vo avtniel, péow
evog ixol APIL tny tonodétnon oAdxAneou Tou anoTuUTOUATOC UVAUNG TNE OF €Vl amd auTd
ToL TUAPOT, EVE xdde TuAuo umopel va puAogevicel To ToAD Wi cuvdptnom. Me tov tpéno
QUTO, ETUTUYYAVETAL 1) ATOUOVKOT) TV memory footprints twv cuvaETACEWY Xt amoPeLyETOL
N ohAnhoxdhudm touc. Emimiéov to Aettoupyind cbotnue Tou guest yvopilel tnv Uoeén twv
TUNUATOY AUTOY OOTE OTAV Lo CLVAETNOT TepUaTioet, Vo xdvel ancudelog offline ta blocks
uvAung te. ¢ anoTéAEoUA N AVAXTNOY TNG UVAUNG UETA TOV TEQUATIONO WIS CUVERTNONG
TEOYUATOTOLE(TON GUESO Xak UE HEY AT TaryUTnTo xodeg e€odelpeTton To overhead mou eiorya-

yov o migrations xou o zeroing [3].






Kegpdiaio

YAoroinon

I I uloroinon mpaypatorotfinxe yio TNy €xdoor 1.9 tou Firecracker, yenoiuomoidvtog
Ubuntu 22.04.5 rootfs xau mugrvar Linux 5.10. H avdntuin éywve otn yhwooa npo-
Yeoppatiopol Rust, evd o nnyaioc xddixac eivar dtadéotpoc oto github: https://github.com/ntua-

el20161 /firecracker-public.git, oto branch virtio-mem-impl.

3.1 Awudppworn TNg CUGKELNS

‘Onwe avagépinxe otny uroevotnta 2.3.5, xdde VIRTIO cuoxeuy| Siodétel €va ouyxexpl-
uévo ywpeo daudppwong (configuration space) o onofog meptéyel mhnpogopio yiar tar nediar ToL
oyetilovta Ue TNV AELToupYOTNTO TG cUoXeELNS. O oyedlaouos TEETEL VoL GUUHOPPHOVETOL
pe tic amoutioels twv tpodtarypapmy tou VIRTIO [33], xadode autd ta nedla yenotponoto-
Ovtan and tov driver Tng cuoxeurc yio Ti¢ Btdpopes Aettovpyieg tng. T To virtio-mem 1

Oloubppwaon elvon 1) eEAC:

pub(crate) struct ConfigSpace {
pub block_size: u64,
pub node_id: ul6,
_padding: [u8; 6],
pub addr: u64,
pub region_size: u64,
pub usable_region_size: u64,
pub plugged_size: u64,

pub requested_size: u6

e block_size: To yéyedoc (o bytes) evoc Boaoixol block uvAung mou unopel va npoo te-
Vel 1 va aganpedel ot cuoxevy|. ‘Okeg ol Aettoupyieg mpooUinng 1| agalpeong UVAUNG
yivovton oe moAamhdoto tou block_size. To nedio auto eivon otordepd xatd Tn Sudpxeia

AELITOLEYIAC TNG CUOKEVUTC.
e node_id: O oprdudc tou NUMA node ctov onolo avtioTtoiyel n cuoxeus.

e padding: Aev ypnowonoteitar xou mpoopileton yior LEAAOVTIXT YENOT.
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e addr: Eivau puows| Siedduvon (oe bytes) otn uviAun tou guest amo tnv ontota apyilet
neptoy)) uviune tne ouvoxeurc (device managed region). To medlo autd eivar otadepd

xaTd TN OSLdpxELa AglToupYiag TNG CUOXELYC.

e region_size: Eivar to péyedog tou device managed region tng cuoxeuric. To medio

autd elvan otodepd xatd T Bidpxelo AetToupYiog TNG CUOXELTC.

e usable_region_size: Eivou to yéyedoc tne neployric tou device managed region mou
emtpéneton To plug/unplug blocks pvAunc. Mnogel vo peyahdoet éwe 6tou ellomiel

pe to region_size. Mnopel va ehatwdel pévo amd unplug all requests.

e plugged_size: Eivou to uéyedoc (o€ bytes) tne uviunc mou eivan plugged o Sedouévn

oTiyUr) otn usable region.

e requested_size: Eivar 1o {ntoduevo uéyedoc uviune (oe bytes).

3.2 Anuovpyio xou apyixonolnorn piag virtioo-mem cu-
oxeung oto Firecracker

[Tpoxewévou va elvon opaty| 1 CUGKEUN xaL 1) BLLOPYWOT TNG META TNV exxivnon tou

microVM, npootideton éva JSON object mou mepiéyet to configuration tng cuoxeurc, oto

apyeto mou yenowonoieiton Yo T pOduion Tou microVM xatd tnv exxivnon. H Sour autod

Tou object elvan 1 e&¥¢:

"memory-devices": [

{
"id":
"region_size_kib": ,
"block_size_kib": ,
"requested_size_kib":
}

YN ouvéyela, yiveton parsing tou JSON opyelou xar apyxonoinon tne cuoxeurc virtio-
mem Ue Bdon to medlo Tou apyeiov, agol mponyouuEvwe eleyydel 6Tl oL TWES Toug BeV
nopafBdlouy Toug xavovee mou opillouv ol mpodlaypaés Tou virtio-mem [33]. Xe avtd o
oTddL0, dnuovpyeitan To configuration space tng cuoxeuyg, To virtqueue mou yernoluonoteiton
Yoo TNV emixovevio pe Tov guest, xodog xan éva bitmap mou Siatnpel Ty xotdotaon xdie
block (onhadh av eivar plugged 7 unplugged) péoa oto device-managed region.

To medior yia to omofor dev undpyet oxdun drodéouun Thnpogopia (6twe to addr Tou config-
uration space) opyIXOTOLOUVTOL UE Lol ATOBEXTY TPOCWEWY T, (OOTE Vo UTOEEL 1) GUOXELN
VO OAOXANEWOEL TN Bladlxaolar XATUoXEVAC Xt vor ebvon €towun va deydel oautAuato omd Tov

guest ylo TNV evepyomolnot| Tng.
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3.2.1 Anpwovpyio xow mapping tTng WVhUNS Tou guest
YroBadpo: GuestMemoryMmap

Yto Firecracker, n guow uviun tou emoxéntn (guest) avamopiotator omd T dopr
GuestMemoryMmap. H Sour autr armotekel €vav ydoTtn UVAUNG TOU TEQIEYEL TOMATAEG TE-
ployéc uviunc (GuestRegionMmap), xadepio and Tic omolec avtioTowEl OE éva GUVEYOUEVO

Tunua dievdivoewy Tou guest.

Anuiovpyia xou mapping tng guest memory

Y10 endpevo Priwa dnuovpyeitan To device managed region tng virtio-mem cuoxeuviic wg
CUAAOYT avTixelévwy GuestRegionMmap. Ou meployéc puviung avtiotoilovton ot dieudivoelg
eovIXAC UVAUNG tou host yéow tng xhone tne libe: :mmap(). 21N CUVEYELX Ol TEPLOYECS
UVAUNG Tou virtio-mem evovovton Ye auUTEC TG UTOAOLTNG UVAUNG Tou guest, oe €va xovo
vector ano GuestRegionMmap, xou and autd to vector dnulovpyeitar to GuestMemoryMmap
Tou VM. Qotéc0 1 neployn) uviung tou virtio-mem oev yiveton onlined oe auto 10 6tdd0 o€

avtideon ye Ty umdhoLTn uviun xou €Tol dev ebval opath 6TO GUCTAUA.

3.2.2 MMIO transport

To MMIO (Memory-Mapped I/O) eivon éva péoo aclyypovne emxovmviog aviuess oTov
guest xau Ti¢ virtio cuoxevéc. e xdle virtio cuoxeur| nopéyetar pla virtio-mmio cuoxeun.
Kdie tétolo ouoxeur| Stondétel éva ouyxexpévo ebpog pviune (MMIO region) to omolo etvou
popalopevo (shared) petad guest xow VMM xou yenoylonotetton yior Ty enixowvovia uetold
v dVo. O guest driver éyet tpdofoon otoug xatoywentéc Tne ovoxevic (t.y. device status,
feature bits) diaBdlovtac xou ypdpoviac o€ auTH TN UVAUN.

Kot v exxtvnorn tou VM, 1o Aettoupyind cbotnua tou guest aviyvetel to MMIO region,
avayvop(lel ) virtio cuoxeur|, xou Eexvd Tr Bradacion BLUmEAYUSTEUONG YAURUXTNRIGTIXGDY
(feature negotiation) xou Snuiovpyioc ovpdv (virtqueues). H Sioduaoioa cuvtovileton pe
0 VMM péow tou xatoywenth device_status. Xto téhoc o guest ypdgel oe autdv TOV
xatoywenth Ty DRIVER_OK xou 1) virtio cuoxeur} evepyonoteitar. Ao exelvo 1o onueio xau
METE 1) emxovwvia petagd driver xou cuoxeuhc Yivetar uéow Tou virtqueue g cUOXEUTS.

Yty viomoinot pog yenowonowoiue o MMIO évavtt tng evalhaxtixig tou PCI, to
omolo dev unootneiletar arno to Firecracker otny éxdoon 1.9.

Ye autd o onuelo, exxvovtog To microVM ye tn cuoxeur virtio-mem xou opilovtag 1
GB pvAung yia auTry, UTopoUUE VoL TORATNENOOUUE T1) SLUORPWOT) TNG UWVAUNG Tou guest uéoa
OO €VOL TEQUATIXO TNG EWOVIXAC UNYAVIS, YPNOWOTOLOVTUS TNV EVIOAT cat /proc/iomem.

H €Z0Bog tng evtofic Selyvel T Boun Tng Quoic uviung tou guest:

root@ubuntu-fc-uvm:“# cat /proc/iomem
00000000-00000fff : Reserved
00001000-0009fbff : System RAM
0009£fc00-000dffff : Reserved
000£0000-000fffff : System ROM
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00100000-1fffffff : System RAM
01000000-01a00c36 : Kernel code
01c00000-01d86fff : Kernel rodata
01e00000-01£0917f : Kernel data
02272000-023fffff : Kernel bss

20000000-bfffffff : virtioO

d0000000-d0000fff : virtio-mmio.O
d0000000-d0000fff : virtio-mmio.0 virtio-mmio.O

d0001000-d0001fff : virtio-mmio.1
d0001000-d0001fff : virtio-mmio.1 virtio-mmio.1

d0002000-d0002fff : virtio-mmio.2
d0002000-d0002fff : virtio-mmio.2 virtio-mmio.2

£ee00000-fee00fff : Local APIC

And auth TN Bour| TapATNEOVUE TNV TEPLOY T WVAUNG TOLU aviixel oTo virtio-mem 1 émola
elvon 1) virtio0, xodcd¢ xon ta 3 mmio regions mou dnuioveyHUNHAY Yiot T avTioTolyo mmio

devices Ta onola avtioToryolv oTic cuoxevég virtio-blk, virtio-mem xou virtio-net.

3.3 Aswtovpyla Tng cuoxesung

3.3.1 Enéxtaon tovu Firecracker API

To Firecracker dwrdétel éva RESTful HTTP-based API, nou emtpénel ) plduion xau
otayelpton Tou microVM. Méow tou API, o hypervisor pnopel va hauBdvel evtohéc yio T om-
HLoLEY Ol X0 TOPUUETEOTOINTT) GUGKELMY, T1) OLUYElPLOT TNG UVAUNG, xadMS o Yia ToV EAEY YO
e xoTdo Taong TS Etxovixic unyovic (start, pause, resume). H emxowwvio ye to API tou
Firecracker mpaypotonoteitan péow evéc Unix socket, 1o omoo o yerotng umopet vo xodo-
ploel xata v exxivnorn tou microVM. ¥to mhaioo tne napoloog vhomoinong, enextdinxe
t0 undpyov API pe 80o véa requests.

Ewrydn éva GET request 1o omolo emoteégel oTov yerjotn To Teéyov configuration tng ou-
oxevic, tepthoufdvovtag Bactxd tedlo 6Twe To id Tng cuoxeurg, To block_size, To node_id,

T0 region_size, xou To requested_size. H ocOvtaln tou request stvon n e&hc:
)

curl --unix-socket $socket_location -i
-X GET 'http://localhost/memory-device
-H "Accept: application/jsonﬂ

‘Evo napdderypo emtuyols extéleong ebvar to e€hc:

HTTP/1.1 200

Server: Firecracker API
Connection: keep-alive
Content-Type: application/json
Content-Length: 103
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{
"id":"memory-dev-1",
"block_size_kib":512,
"node_1id":0,"region_size_kib":1048576,
"requested_size_kib":0

¥

[ty e€unneétnon twv hot(un)plug requests eworyn éva PATCH request péow tou
omolou o Ypnotng unopel vo aAAdEel To requested_size tng cuoxeuric. H olvtaln tou

request elvon 1 e€rg:

curl --unix-socket $socket_location -i
-X PATCH 'http://localhost/memory-device
-H 'Accept: application/json'

-H 'Content-Type: application/jsonﬂ

-d "{ "requested_size_kib": $requested_size }"
Kota mnv emituyn extéheon otov yerotn emotpépeton To e€Ng:

HTTP/1.1 204
Server: Firecracker API

Connection: keep-alive

3.3.2 (Un)Plug Request

‘Otav 0 yprotne anooteilel évor (un)plug request péow tou API tou Firecracker, Eexwd

Lot axohouv o EVEQYELWY TOU XATAAAYEL OTNV EVIUEPWOT) TNG UVAUNG Tou guest.

AXNNay? ot Slapdppwon Tng cuoxeung ano To VMM

To Firecracker evnuepovel tnv Twr requested_size oto configuration tng cuoxeurc
virtio-mem. Metd amo tnv petaorry To VMM elvon uneduvo va oteilel plor Stoaxony| npog

ToV guest EWOOTOLOVTIC TOV OTL 1) BIALOPPOOT TNS CUOXELNS EYEL OANSEEL.

Enegepyacio and tov guest driver

O driver tou guest, cuyxpivovtog Tic TWwéC requested_size xou plugged_size, xadopilel
av mpodxettan Yoo plug # unplug request. Xtn cuvéyela, entycipel va evtonioel o xotdAAN AL
blocks pvAune - eite unplugged (otnv nepintwon plug) eite plugged (otny nepintwon unplug)
— ME 0TOY0 Vo TETOYEL Vo eELloGoel To plugged_size ye To requested_size. Agol emiéel
Ta xatdAAnha blocks, o driver anootéhhel npog TN cuoxevy| requests Y€ow Tne virtqueue, o
omola TEPLYEAPOUV TG PUOLXES OLeVUVOELS Xal Tol HEYEDT TV TERLOY MV UVAING TIOU TEOTEIVEL
va yivouv (un)plug. Xtn ouvéyela eldonotel T cuoxeLy| Yot TNV UTAEEN VEOY ATNUATWY Xou
xdvovtog vin exit avapéver v andvinot) tne. O driver otéAvel ot cuoxeur requests ce
novédeg tou evée Linux memory block (128MB), epécov awté elvan Suvatd. To requests tou

guest €youv TNy eEAC Lop®N:
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struct virtio_mem_req {
lel6 type;
le16 padding[3];
union {
struct virtio_mem_req_plug plug;
struct virtio_mem_req_unplug unplug;
struct virtio_mem_req_state state;

} {u};

e type: O timog tou request. Ot duvartol TOnoL lvon oL e€hc:

VIRTIO_MEM_REQ_PLUG: 0

VIRTIO_MEM_REQ_UNPLUG: 1
— VIRTIO_MEM_REQ_UNPLUG_ALL: 2

VIRTIO_MEM_REQ_STATE: 3
e padding: Aev yenowonoieiton xou TeENEL vor ayvoniel amo Tn cuoKELY
o uw: AcSopéva avdroya to request. ‘Eyouv tnv €€r¢ doun:

struct virtio_mem_req_plug {
le64 addr;
lel6 nb_blocks;
le16 paddingl[3];

Enegepyacia Tou request ané tov VMM

O VMM haufdvel to request omd to virtqueue. Xtnv vAornoinon yag to request ueta-
pedleTal OE Lol ECWTERIXT| Ooun Bedouévmy Yo euxolia aflomoinone. H Sour elvon evtehng

avdAoyT YE auTH Tou guest xou efvon 1 €€ng:

#[repr(C)]
#[derive(Clone, Copy, Debug, Default)]
pub struct VirtioMemRegData {

pub addr: u64,

pub nb_blocks: ulé6,

pub padding: [ul6; 3],

#[repr(C)]
#[derive(Clone, Copy, Debug, Default)]
pub struct VirtioMemReq {

pub req_type: ul6,
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pub padding: [ul6; 3],
pub data: VirtioMemReqData // the union field

Avdhoyo pe Tov TUTO Tou request xaheiton o avtictolyog handler. ¥toug handlers eAéy-
YETOL 1) EYYUROTNTA TV BEBOUEVLV, OIS €av To péyelog Tng BOOPEVNC TEQLOY NG UVAUNG TOU
request uepPaivel TNV TpoxaopLoUEVT TEQLOYT UVAUNG TNG CUCKELHC 1 GV 1) Slebuvor Tou
mpwTou blocks oto request elvon toAamAdoto tou peyédoug twyv block tng cuoxeunc. Ytn ou-
VEYEL, EAEYYETAL 1) XaTdo TooT TwV blocks mou teptypdgovTon and To altnua, oto bitmap g
ouoxeunc: av mpodxettal Yo plug request, to VMM emBefardvel 6t ta blocks etvan mpdypatt
unplugged, ev® otnyv nepintwon unplug request ehéyyer 6tu T blocks eivan plugged.

Yty mepintwon tou unplug request, to VMM ogeliel vo evnueptoet Tov hypervisor 6t
Ta ouyxexpuéva blocks dev yenowonoloivtal TAEOV, WOTE VoL UToEOLY Vo yenotponotnioly
am6 dAkeg diepyaoieg. I'o Tov oxond autd yiveton xAfon 0To GUGTNUA HECK TNG CUVARTNONG
madvise() ye tnv emAoyr) MADV_DONTNEED:

libc: :madvise(
(self.host_addr + offset) as *mut libc::c_void,
unplug_size as libc::size_t,
libc: :MADV_DONTNEED

)

Metd v emituyr] EXTEAECT) TOU UTAUATOG, EVUEQWVOVTOL To bitmap xou n Twr Tou
plugged_size ¢oTe Vo avTatonTEI{OUY T1) VEU XATACTACT) TNG CUCKEUNC. TN CUVEYELN, TO
Firecracker eyypdopel oto virtqueue pa andvtnon (VirtioMemResp) mpog tov guest driver,
1 omola €yel TNV €N Hop@Y:

#[repr(C)]
#[derive(Clone, Copy, Debug, Default)]
pub struct VirtioMemResp {

pub resp_type: ul6,

pub padding: [ul6; 3],

pub state: ul6,

To nedio resp_type umopel vor AdPBet plar and Tig axdAoveg TWES:
e 0: ACK — emtuyric OhoxAipwoT Tou alTHUaToC,

e 1: NACK - andppulrn tou authuatog,

e 2: BUSY - 1 cuoxeuy| elvan amacyohnuévy,

e 3: ERROR -~ o@dhua xotd tnyv eneepyaotia.

To nedio state aopd To state request xou Teplypdpel TNV xatdoTaon Twv doouévey blocks.
Télog, to VMM evepyomolel éva interrupt npog tov guest driver, evnuepcvovtdg tov Ot
n andvinon eivon dtadéoiun oto virtqueue. Me auTtdV TOV TEOTO OAOXANPOVETAL O XUXAOC

emowvmviog Yo xdde (un)plug request.
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AR andvinong ano Tov guest

Mol o guest driver AdBet ot Yetinr| andvnon (ACK) and 1o VMM, npoywed oe plug A
unplug twv utodguwy blocks yenowonotwvtoag Tov Tumixd unyovioud hot(un)plugging tou

Linux.

3.3.3 State Request

H por| extéleong evog state request elvon mopouola ue auTh TV UTOAOITGDY oUTNUATGY
(plug/unplug). Xe outd to eldoc request, o guest driver {ntd tnv tpéyouoa xatdotaon
Twv blocks pviung evtog wag ouyxexpyévng tepoync. To VMM anoavtd evnuepdvovTag Tov
guest uéow tou medlou state tng douric VirtioMemResp, 10 onolo UTOBEXVOEL TNV XATAGTAOT

Twv blocks oto {nrovuevo range. O duvatég Tég Tou mediou state etvou:
e 0 — VIRTIO_MEM_STATE_PLUGGED: oAa o blocks otnyv mepioy| etvan plugged,
e 1 — VIRTIO_MEM_STATE_UNPLUGGED: 6Aa ta blocks otny meployy| eivon unplugged,

e 2 - VIRTIO_MEM_STATE_MIXED: 7o range cuvundpyouv plugged xot unplugged blocks.

3.3.4 ITopdderypa Extéleong

Kotd v exxivnon tou VM, opiloupe yia to virtio-mem péyedog pviung 1 GB, eved
yioo T Baowr| (tpoxadopiouévn) uviun tou guest napéyoupe 512 MB. Emniéov, {ntdue to
apyx6 péyedoc tne “plugged” uvAunc (requested size) va eivon 512 MB. H p0duion oto
apyeto dlaudppnong tou Firecracker €yel we e€ng:

"machine-config": {
"vcpu_count": 2,
"mem_size_mib": 512,
"smt": false,
"track_dirty_pages": false

.

"memory-devices": [

{
"id": "memory-dev-1",
"region_size_kib": 1048576,
"block_size_kib": 2048,
"requested_size_kib": 524288
b

1,

MeTtd tnv exxivnon tou VM, exteholye 010 tepuatind Tou guest Ty eviolr) free -h xa
TOEUTNEOVUE OTL 1) GUVOALXT UVAUN Tou avary Vwellel To Asttoupyxd cbotnua etvan 1 GiB —
onAadt 512 MB oand tn Baocixy| uvAun tou guest xouw 512 MB and tn uviun mou mpootédnxe

OLVOUIXE U€G Tou Virtio-mem:
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root@ubuntu-fc-uvm:“# free -h

total used free shared buff/cache available
Mem: 1.0Gi 34Mi 929Mi 4.0Mi 36Mi 943Mi
Swap: OB OB 0B

Y1 ouvvéyea, Yo doxyudooupe va e€avtifoouye T Slodéouun pvhAun tou virtio-mem,
Tpaypotomolwvtac plug xat yior ta unohotno 500 MB. And tov host otélvoupe éva API
request, {ntovtag to requested_size va auiniel oc 1 GB. Kahdvtog ex véou tnyv free -h

ToEATNEOVUE 6Tl T0 cUVOAXOG péyedog uvhAung tou VM elvon 1.5GB onwe nepiuévaye:

root@ubuntu-fc-uvm: # free -h

total used free shared buff/cache available
Mem: 1.5Gi 42Mi 1.4Gi 4.0Mi 36Mi 1.4Gi
Swap: 0B OB 0B

[Mo va enondedoouye 6Tt T0 GOO TN UTOPEL TEAYUATL VO YENOWOTOACEL TN UVAUY TOU
virtio-mem, exteholue 6o guest To axdroudo mpdyeauua o C, To onolo deouelel xon “ory-

yilet” 1 GiB pvAune (yedpovtog ot xdle oehida):

#include <stdio.h>
#include <stdlib.h>

#define SIZE (1024UL10241024) // 1 GiB
#define PAGE_SIZE 4096

int main() {

printf("Allocating 1 GiB...\n");

unsigned char *mem = malloc(SIZE);

if ('mem) {
perror("malloc");
return 1;

}

printf ("Touching memory...\n");

for (size_t i = 0; i < SIZE; i += PAGE_SIZE) {
mem[i] = 1; // write a byte per page

printf("Done. Press Enter to free memory...\n");
getchar();
system("free -h");

free(mem) ;

return O;
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Kotd v extéheon tou mpoypduuatog, topatneolue Ty e€ng €£0do:

root@ubuntu-fc-uvm:~# ./touch_mem
Allocating 1 GiB...

Touching memory. ..

[Matcyvtag enter, n eviohn free -h epgovilel to e€hc:

total used free shared buff/cache available
Mem: 1.5Gi 1.0Gi 401Mi 4.0Mi 39Mi 410Mi
Swap: OB OB OB

H onuavtiny peiworn tne Swodéowune uvAung xatd mepinov 1 GiB emBeBaidver ot to
TEOYEUUU TIEOYUATIXG TROOTEAACE PUOLXT) UVAuN Tou guest. Acdouévou 6T 1) Boacix| uviun
Tou VM elvon pohic 512 MB, autd onualvel mwg pépog g SEGUELUEVNE UVANG TeoHATE amd

TN virtio-mem mepLoy.

3.4 YMlomoinon YrootreiEng Snapshot yia tn Yvoxeun

3.4.1 7YMlonoinomn tng dourg Persist yia to virtio-mem

H hertoupyixdtnta snapshot anoutel n cuoxeur| va unopel var amoUnxeeL xan VoL EToVapEpEL
™y eowTept| TG xatdotoon (state). T to oxond autd, vionotiinxe 1 Soun Persist yu
7o virtio-mem, 1 omoio xadop(lel Tor MESior TOL TEPLYEAPOLY TAEWS TO runtime state tng
CUGXEVUNC, EVW ETONE TOREYEL TIC UEVOBOUE Save xou restore Tou EMTEETOLY TNV ano¥rixeuon

XL TNV AVAXTNOT AVTIoTOLY A, TNS XATAOTAONS TNG CUCKEVTNC.

Katdotaon tng cuoxesung

H xatdotaon tng ovoxeuric anotnxedeton otn dour) VirtioMemState:

#[derive(Debug, Clone, Serialize, Desertalize)]
struct VirtioMemConfigSpaceState {

block_size: u64,

node_id: ul6,

addr: u64,

region_size: u64,

usable_region_size: u64,

plugged_size: u64,

requested_size: u64

#[derive (Debug, Clone, Serialize, Deserialize)]
pub struct VirtioMemState {
virtio_state: VirtioDeviceState,

config_space: VirtioMemConfigSpaceState,
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id: String,
memory_bitmap: MemBitmap,
host_addr: u64,

To trait Persist opilel évay TOT0 State o onolog avtioTolyel otov tUmo VirtioMemState.

MéOBo0doc save()

H ouvdptnon save() viomoiel 0 Aoy CUAAOYNG TNG XATACTACNG TNG CUCKEUNS XAl
emoTEEPEL va avTixeluevo tumou VirtioMemState. O MMIO Device Manager xohel oauti| T
cuvdptnomn xotd T onuiovpyia snapshot, wote v anodnxeutel To state oto cuvolxd apyeio

snapshot.

fn save(&self) -> Self::State {
VirtioMemState {

virtio_state: VirtioDeviceState::from_device(self),

config_space: VirtioMemConfigSpaceState {
block_size: self.block_size(),
node_id: self.node_id(),
addr: self.config_space.addr,
region_size: self.config_space.region_size,
usable_region_size: self.config space.usable_region_size,
plugged_size: self.config _space.plugged_size,
requested_size: self.config_space.requested_size

},

id: self.id.clone(),

host_addr: self.host_addr,

memory_bitmap: self.memory_bitmap.clone()

MeéOBodoc restore()

H pédodoc restore() exteheiton xotd tn @oépTwon evée snapshot. AauBdvel wg eicodo to
avTixetyevo VirtioMemState xou anoxathotd ta anovnxevpéva nedla oe €vo VEo instance tng

CUGXEUAC:

fn restore(
guest_memory: Self::ConstructorArgs,
state: &Self::State,
) -> Result<Self, Self::Error> {
let mut virtio_mem = Memory: :new(
state.config_space.block_size,

Some (state.config_space.node_id),
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state.config_space.region_size,
state.id.clone(),
state.config_space.requested_size
)7;
virtio_mem.queues = state
.virtio_state
.build_queues_checked(
&guest_memory.mem,
TYPE_MEMORY,
1,
FIRECRACKER_MAX_QUEUE_SIZE
)
.map_err(|_| Self::Error::QueueRestoreError)?;
virtio_mem.irq_trigger.irq_status =
Arc::new(AtomicU32: :new(state.virtio_state.interrupt_status));
virtio_mem.avail_features = state.virtio_state.avail_features;
virtio_mem.acked_features = state.virtio_state.acked_features;
virtio_mem.config_space.addr = state.config_space.addr;
virtio_mem.config space.plugged_size = state.config_space.plugged_size;
virtio_mem.addr_is_set = true;
virtio_mem.host_addr_is_set = true;
virtio_mem.host_addr = state.host_addr;
virtio_mem.memory_bitmap = state.memory_bitmap.clone();
if state.virtio_state.activated {
virtio_mem.device_state = DeviceState::Activated(guest_memory.mem) ;
X

Ok (virtio_mem)

I'vwotonoinon tng cvoxeurc otov MMIO Device Manager

INo va propéoel 1 cuoxeur| va cuunepthngdel ot dladwacta snapshot tou Firecracker,
énpene va yiver yvwoth otov MMIO Device Manager. 'Etol €ywve eyypoag| Tng cuoxeurg
o1n dour DeviceStates, n omola yenoiponolelton Yo var xpatdeL Ta states Twv cuoxeLwY Tou

unootneilouv to snapshot, pyall pe ta states twv MMIO transport twv cuoxeuy.

/// Holds the device states.
#[derive (Debug, Default, Clone, Sertalize, Deserialize)]
pub struct DeviceStates {
#[cfg(target_arch = "aarch64")]
// State of legacy devices in MMIO space.
pub legacy_devices: Vec<ConnectedLegacyState>,
/// Block device states.
pub block_devices: Vec<ConnectedBlockState>,
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/// Net device states.

pub net_devices: Vec<ConnectedNetState>,

/// Vsock device state.

pub vsock_device: Option<ConnectedVsockState>,

/// Balloon device state.

pub balloon_device: Option<ConnectedBalloonState>,
/// Memory device state.

pub virtio_mem_device: Option<ConnectedVirtioMemState>,
/// Mmds wversion.

pub mmds_version: Option<MmdsVersionState>,

/// Entropy device state.

pub entropy_device: Option<ConnectedEntropyState>,

H Sour ConnectedVirtioMemState etvou 1 e€rc:

/// Holds the state of a wvirtio-mem device connected to the MMIO space.
#[derive (Debug, Clone, Serialize, Deserialize)]
pub struct ConnectedVirtioMemState {

/// Device identifier.

pub device_id: String,

/// Device_state.

pub device_state: VirtioMemState,

/// Mmio transport state.

pub transport_state: MmioTransportState,

/// VmmResources

pub device_info: MMIODeviceInfo,

XTn CUVEYELDL, EVIEAWS AVIAOYO UE TIC UTONOLTEC GUOXEVES, CUUTERLAAUBAvOVTOL 5T Olo-
owacio amorixeuong xow avdxTnong oL xAfoelg otig pedoédoug save() xou restore() Tou

virtio-mem.

3.4.2 IMapdderypa exTtENEOTS

Y& CUVEYELXL TOU TEOTYOUUEVOU TORAdElYHATOS, TeaypaTtomot|Inxe EAEYYO0C NS AELlTOoVE-
yiog snapshot yla ™) cuoxeuy| virtio-mem. Apywd, exteréotnxe 10 cevdplo plug emmiéoyv 1
GB pviunc oto VM, xau éywve allocation xou eyypagpr) oe 1 GB uvAung, onwe neplypdgpnxe
OTNV TEONYOVUEVT EVOTNTA. 2TN cLVEYEL oaxoloudrinxe 1 dtaduxactior Aidne snapshot cly-
(pwvo ye to enionuo documentation tou Firecracker [7]. "Enceito, exoavidnxe yio véa etxovixy
unyovy, ywelc ™ yeron configuration file, xoau otn cuvéyeia tpaypatonoinxe QodpTWON TOU
snapshot péow tou Firecracker API. Ané to logs tou véou instance emfBefoucyveton 6Tl 1)

oUOXELY| Virtio-mem aVUXATAOXEVAC TNAE ETUTUYOC:

2025-10-10T17:02:46.388009085 [anonymous-instance:fc_api] The API server

— received a Put request
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on "/snapshot/load" with body "{\n "snapshot_path": "./snapshot_file",\n

< "mem_backend": {\n "backend_path": "./mem_file",\n "backend_type":

— "File"\n },\n "enable_diff_snapshots": true,\n "resume_vm": false\n }".
2025-10-10T17:02:46.388173859 [anonymous-instance:main] [DevPreview]

— Virtual machine snapshots is in development preview.
2025-10-10T17:02:46.390812556 [anonymous-instance:main] Host CPU vendor ID:
- [71, 101, 110, 117, 105, 110, 101, 73, 110, 116, 101, 108]
2025-10-10T17:02:46.390846805 [anonymous-instance:main] Snapshot CPU vendor
—~ ID: [7r1, 101, 110, 117, 105, 110, 101, 73, 110, 116, 101, 108]
2025-10-10T17:02:46.394813474 [anonymous-instance:main] Memory::new (524288,
— Some(0), 1073741824, memory-dev-1)

2025-10-10T17:02:46.395042317 [anonymous-instance:main] new mmio transport
— for device 18

2025-10-10T17:02:46.395265642 [anonymous-instance:main] Memory device

<  [memory-dev-1].init()

2025-10-10T17:02:46.395293584 [anonymous-instance:main]

< Memory.register_activate_event()

2025-10-10T17:02:46.395602439 [anonymous-instance:main] new mmio transport
— for device 2

2025-10-10T17:02:46.398870708 [anonymous-instance:main] new mmio transport
— for device 1

2025-10-10T17:02:46.400853713 [anonymous-instance:main] [DevPreview]

— Virtual machine snapshots is in development preview - 'load snapshot'
— VMM action took 12640 us.

2025-10-10T17:02:46.400989792 [anonymous-instance:fc_api] The request was
— executed successfully. Status code: 204 No Content.
2025-10-10T17:02:46.401034105 [anonymous-instance:fc_api] 'load snapshot'
— API request took 13064 us.

Y10 TepuaTiXd Tou guest qalveton OTL To TEdYEAUUo touch_mem (BpioxdTaY GE AVAUOVY
€lo6d0v, Onwe Tev T AN tou snapshot. Metd to resume tng exovixAc unyavig, 669nxe
EVOG YaPaxTHEAS EIGOB0L GTO TEOYEoUUd touch_mem, To onolo GUVEYLCE TNV EXTEAEGT| TOU
XL EPQAVIoE ex VEou Tn uvAun tou guest. H éZodoc tng evioirc free -h emPBefoiwoe ot
1 XATIOTACT) TNS UVAUNG TOREUEVE oxp3KC 1) (Blol UE oUTH) oL LUTAEYE Tewv TN Arfdn tou

snapshot:

total used free shared buff/cache available
Mem: 1.5Gi 1.0Gi 406Mi 4.0Mi 37Mi 413Mi
Swap: OB OB OB

H mopandve napathipnon emBefoucdvel 6Tt 1) cuoxeun virtio-mem enavagépdnxe emTUYOC

uall uE TNV XATACTOOT, TS UVAUNG Tou elye anodolel oTov guest mptv T Afidn Tou snapshot.



Kegdiowo

A&woAoynon

F toe TV a€loAdyNnoT Tng ambdoone Tou virtioomem oto Firecracker, mpayuatonouidnxe
Ulot OELRY TELRAUATLY TOU UETEOUY TOV GUVOALXO YPOVO TOU amalTelTal Yl TNV eXTEAE-
on tou unplug SlgopeTixdv yeyedodv uvAunc. Lougovo e yetprioes [3] ta plug requests
0ev ewodyouv onuavtixd overhead xar yia auTd TO AOYO OV €YIVE Xdmola UETENOT| TAVL OE
owtd. Metpridnxay eniong xow oL oNUAVTIXOTEPEC GUVIGTHOOES TIOU AMOTEAOUY TOV YPOVO EVOS
unplug request ot onolec elvon 0 ypdvog mou amoutelton Yio migrations, zeroing xaw VM exits.
Q¢ onueta avapopds yenoorotinxay avtictolyeg YeTehoels Yo To virtioomem tou Cloud
Hypervisor VMM, xado¢ xon yioe T ouoxeur| virtio-balloon tou Firecracker. Emmiéov, 7

CUOXELY| DOXUACTNXE UE TIC (BIEC UETPNOELC Xou OE squeezy guest Tuprva.

4.1 Xbotnua afloAoynong

4.1.1 Ileipopatiny didtadn

e ‘Olec oL yetprioeic €yvay oe utohoyioTh e enelepyaots| Intel Core i3 xou 12GB RAM.

e [l TV mparypatonoinon Ty YETEHoEnY Tou apopoLy To Firecracker, yenowonouidnxe
n éxdoon v1.9, mdve oty omolo vAomoinxe 1 oo THEEN Tou virtio-mem. AvticTol-

¥, v T petprioelg tou Cloud Hypervisor ypenowonorinxe n éxdoon v44.0.

o Kot oto 600 mepiBdAhova, oL elXovIXEC Unyaveg exxuviinxay Ye Vo exovixolg enelep-
yaotée (VCPUs), eved o pnyaviopdc Transparent Huge Pages (THP) emdéydnxe va

elvan avevepyoc.

o [N T metpdpata yenoylonot{dnxe To memhog microbenchmark, éva ehaged epyareto

TOU xdvel mmap xot memset T0 u€yeog YUVAUNG TOU TOU UTOOELXVOETAL.

4.1.2 MeED0d0g HETEMONG TWV CLUVICTWOW®Y TOU YPOVOU AVAXINCYG
pvnune
‘Ohec oL YeTPAOELS EYLVOY XATOTIY TROTOTOMNCEWY oTNy €xdoon 6.6.30 tou muphva Tou

Linux:

e ['lo TNy Yé€tenom tou cuvoAxol yedvou mou amartel €va unplug request peterinxe o

YEOVOC EXTENECNC TNC OLVdETNONE virtio_mem_unplug_request ()
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e o N pétpnom Ttou ypdvou mou amaitoLV To page migrations yetphinxe o ypdvog

exTtéleong TN ouvdpTnong migrate_pages()

e T'io tn pétpnom Tou ypdvou Tou amottel 1 apyixonoinon ceMdwy (zeroing) yetprinxe o

XPOVOC EXTEAEOTC TNG oLVdpETNoNe kernel_init_pages().

e o ™ pétpnomn tou Ypdvou oL amaToLV Ta vm-exits oTo virtio-mem yeterdnxe
0 YpOVOS TG cLVoPTAcEWY virtio_mem_sbm_unplug_sb() xou virtio_mem_bbm_-
unplug_bb() mou ctéhvouy ctov VMM ta unodripia mpog unplugging blocks uviung
Yo Tic mepLnTdoEle Aettovpyiog subblock mode (block_size uwxpdtepo amo 128Mib)

xou big block mode (block_size peyolitepo 1 ico ye 128Mib) avtiotowyo. T to
virtio balloon yetphinxe o ypbdvog mou anoutel n cuvdptnon tell_host ().

4.1.3 MeYodoloyia TOLU TELEPAUATOG

Exoavoipe tnyv ecovint| unyov e oy uéyetog uviunc oo ue 1GiB, xou pe Suvatdtnta
OLVIUIXNC TEOCUXNG UVAUNG (oNg pE To péyetog Tou EMVUMOVUUE VoL AVUXTHOOUUE OF EMOUE-
vo otddo. Kota tnv exxivnon xdvoupe hotplug autd tn uvAun otny exovixn unyovs. XTic
UETENOELC TOU apopoly Tov unyovioud virtio-balloon, 1 ewovixt| unyovi| exxivelton pe opyt-
%6 cuVohxo péyetog uviune (oo pe 1 GiB, npocauvénuévo xatd to péyedoc Tne uviung mou
TpoxeLToL var avoxtniel ot ouvéyeta. Katd tnv exxivnor, to balloon Ppioxeton oc mhfipwe o-
nooupmeopévr (deflated) xatdotoon, Hote 6An N Swadéoun pviun va etvat apyxd tpocBdouun
amd TO AELTOUEYIXO GUCTNUA TOU guest.

Exteholpe 2 otrywotuna memhog otov guest amo to onola to €va deouedel péyedog
uviung (oo pe 1Gib dnhadn ico ye to apyxd péyedoc uvAung Tou guest Tou yENCILOTOLVUE
o Oha To tepduata. To 6edtepo oTiyUtoTUTO SEcUEVEL UVAUT (o1 UE TO Puéyedog TOU TEOXELITOL
va avaxtnOet.

Y1 ouvvéyeta teppatiCoupe To BelTEPO GTIYULOTUTO ot xdvoupe reclaim tnv pvrun mou
xdAunte. Me autd TOV TEOTO UTOPOUUE Vo UETENOOUUE IXAVOTIOINTIXG Tar migrations yor Tic
virtio-mem cuoxeLEG xS TEpHEVOUPE To 2 memhog oTiyléTUTa Var Efval AANAOXAAUTITO-
OuEVAL

Yo anoteAéopato TopoucldleTal 0 uEcog 6pog 10 yetprioenmy yia a4 BlapopeTixd UeYEDT

AVEXTNONG UVAUNG.

4.2 ArnoteléopaTa

4.2.1 XZuVOAXOG YPOVOG AVAXTNONG UVAUNG

Y10 Xyfuo 4.1 ntopoucidlovton oL UEGOL YEOVOL VEXTNONS UVAKNS Yid TEGOEQR BLOPORETIXG
ueyetn puviune:
Y 0yxpiom tou virtio-mem vtou Firecracker pe avwté tou Cloud Hypervisor

Apyxd, mopotneeitar tL To virtio-mem oto Firecracker napoucidlel younidteen anddoon

oe oUyxplom Ue TNV avtiototyrn viomoinon tou Cloud Hypervisor. Yuyxexpwéva, to virtio-



4.2.1 Zuvolxdc Ypdvoc avixTnong UvRung
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Yyfua 4.1 Yvvodikog xpovos avdktnong diagopetikdy peyeloy uvnuns

mem tou Cloud Hypervisor etvon xatd péoo 6po 1,27 @opéc tayltepo and tny vAornolnom
oe Firecracker. H peyolitepn dagpopd evroniletan oTn Soxyl avdxtnone pviung ueyédoug
1024MB, 6rnou to virtioomem tou Cloud Hypervisor eivon mepimou 1,33 @opéc toryitepo,
exTEAOVTOG T1) Btadixaoio reclamation oe neptnou 1,2s, évavtt 1,6s oto Firecracker. M mo
AETMTOUERNC VAAUOT] TV ATOTEAECUATODV, XAVOE Ko ULl BLEPELYNOT TWV TIUVHOY LTIV TOU
odnyoly oe auTy TN dlaopd amdd00Ng, ToEOLCIALOVTAL OTT CUVEYEL XATd TNV eEETOOT TOU

Yyfuatog 4.2

Y Oyxpiom Tou virtio-mem pe to virtio-balloon

‘Onwe Aoy avopevouevo, o unyaviolog virtio-balloon nogouoidletl onuavtind yaunioteen
an6dooT ot oyéom ue To virtio-mem. Xuyxexpiuéva, etvar xotd péco 6po 2,24 gopég o apYog
ané to virtioomem tou Firecracker xou 2,86 qopéc mo apydg and To virtio-mem tou Cloud
Hypervisor. ‘Onwe avagépinxe otny unoevotnta 2.3.2, 1 UEYAn oty dlapopd ogelleton
GTOV TPOTO AVAXTNONS TN WvAUNG: To balloon avoxtd tn uvAun ot eninedo oeAldwy, YEYOVOC
TOL QWEAVEL GNUAVTIXG TO YPOVO TOU APIERWVEL GE VN exits.

H Siapopd oty amddoon uetald virtio-balloon xou virtio-mem yivetan wialtepa eupavic
xatd Ty avéxtnon 1024MB pviung. Yuyxexpyéva, to virtio-balloon anoutel oyedov 3,8s yia
Vo oOAoxAnpooeL T Bladxaoia, eve To virtio-mem ypewdletoun uoAc mepinou 1,2s oto Cloud
Hypervisor xat 1,6s oto Firecracker.

O odnyde tou virtio-mem omootéhher to unodripia blocks mpog anodéopeuon (unplug)
o1 ouoxeut| o granularity Tou Linux memory block, epdcov autd eivon egiutd — dnhadm
otav 1 {nroduevn uviun etvan Touldytotov 128MB xou 6ha o subblocks tou e€etalduevou
memory block etvou plugged (o driver eZetdlel npdta TAHpwe plugged blocks npty xatapiyet
oe peptxas plugged blocks). Enedn ota newpduatd pac n pviun {nteitoan oe tohhamhdoto twy
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128MB, 0 00ny6¢ anocTtéMel tévto Tar outhpota pe blocks awtol tou peyédoug. Avtideta, o
0dnyo6g tou virtio-balloon otéhvel o1 cuoxeur Tic oeAldEC oL TEOXELTAL VoL avaxTYo0Y O
buffers twv 256 PFNs.

Avuto onpaiver 6Tt yio Ty anodéoyevon 128MB péow virtio-mem, éva péovo VM exit etvon
OEXETO YLOL TNV LXAVOTIONGT] TOU ATHUATOS Ao TOV 00NY0, Ve 0Ty nepintwor tou balloon,
oedouévou 6Tl xdie oealda €yel uéyedoc 4KiB, amutobvtor cuvokixd 128 VM exits yia tov
B0 oyxo uviung. Avtictouya, yia reclamation 1024MB, o aptiudg twv VM exits avépyeto

oe 8 vl to virtio-mem xow og 1024 yia to balloon.

AZLoNoYmom Tng vAoToinong KE YXE1N oY squeezy TLEN VA

‘Onwe Aoy aVoEVOUEVO, O UNYOVIOUOS Squeezy GTov Tuphvo Tou guest xodiotd to virtio-
mem dwiftepa anodotixd. H eldhewn twv migrations xou tou zeroing upewdvel dpacTIXd
TO UTOAOYLOTIXO XOCTOG TNG OLdWACIag avaXTNONG UVAUNG, BEATIOVOVTOG ONUAVTIXG TNV
an6doaor oe oyéor ue To virtio-mem étav dev yenowomnoteiton oyueel muprvoc.

Yuyxexpéva, To virtio-mem tou Firecracker ye squeezy nuprva etvan xotd péco épo 4,16
popéc Tay0Tepo amod To virtio-mem tou Firecracker pe un tponomoinuévo nuprva. H Sopopd
ouTY aLEdveTal oNUAVTIXG G0 PEYOANDVEL TO U€YED0C TNS UVAUNG oL avaxtdtor oto 128MB,
70 squeezy eivar 3,36 @opéc TayUTERO, evey otar 1024MB @tdvel va elvon 5,25 opég taydtepo.
To yeyovog autd Yoy avauevouevo apol ot xde doxiun dimhactdleton 1o péyedog uviung
TIOL AVaXTATOL, EMOPEVWS OYEDOY Bimhactdleton xat To dpoloua Twv migrations ye 1o zeroing.
Avtiétwg ye ypnon tou squeezy to 2 auTd Yey€ln nopauévouy tévta undevixd. Evoewtind, o
xpovoc avéxtnone oto 1024MB pewdhveton and 1,6s (oo vanilla virtio-mem) oe poiic 300ms
UE TOV Unyovioud squeezy.

H urnepoy?| tou squeezy virtio-mem yilveton oxoun mo euavic 6tay cuyxetdel ye tov
unyoviopod virtio-balloon. e auth tnv nepintwor, To squeezy virtio-mem eivan xatd péco
opo 10,3 gopég TayLtepo, pe v avdxtnon 1024MB va anoutel nepinou 3,78s oto virtio-

balloon, évavti poiic 300ms oto squeezy virtio-mem.

4.2.2 AvdAuoT TV CUVICTWO®Y TOU GUVOALXOU YEOVOU

Y10 Yyfua 4.2 noapouotdleTol Wiot avoAUTIXOTERT) OTITLXY) TV YEOVOV AVAXTNONG UVARNG

Y1 TIC OLPOPETIXEC GUOXEVES.

Y 0yxpiom tou virtio-mem tou Firecracker pe avtéd tou Cloud Hypervisor ce

eninedo cuvicTWoWYV

Apyixd, mopotnpeiton 6TL 1 Slaopd oty anddoor tou virtio-mem petoll Firecracker
xar Cloud Hypervisor ogeileton xupiwg oto x6ct0¢ twv VM exits. To virtio-mem tou
Firecracker epgoviCel auodntd yeyalitepeg xaduoteproelg xotd tn didpxeio twv VM exits,
0L oTtoloL AMOTEAOVY xaTd €GO 6p0 0 17,5% TOL GUVOAXOU YEGVOU Yo éva dedouévo péyedog
uviune mov avaxtdro, eved oto Cloud Hypervisor to avtiotolo nocooté eivon poig 4,2%.
Evoewtind, xatd tnv avixtnon 1024MB, o virtio-mem tou Firecracker agiepcyvel nepinou
256ms o VM exits, eved oto Cloud Hypervisor o ypovoc autodc meplopileton o nepinou
10ms.
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Yyfua 4.2: Avddvon ouriotwody yia tov ouroliké Xpovo avdkTnong O1a@opetikoy ueyeday
RUIUN

H onuavted auts| dlapopd unogel va arodolel o 500 mopdyovieg:

e To Siagpopetixd péoo emxowmviag (transport) puetad cuoxeLAS xou
guest. To Firecracker ypnowonotet to virtio-MMIO transport, eve to Cloud Hyper-
visor Bocileton oto virtio-PCI. To virtio-PCI, npocgépel tayltepn emxowvmvia yetadd
guest xou host. H Slopopd auty| ogelheton xupleyg oTov TpOTO YEWRLOUO) TWV SLUXOTCV

(interrupts):

— To virtio-PCI ypnowonotel Message Signaled Interrupts (MSI/MSI-X) [34], émou
OL DLIXOTEC OMOC TENNOVTOL UECK EYYEAUPWY OTN UVHUT], HELDVOVTAS TOV YPOVO X0

Yuotépnong.

— Avtlieta, to virtio-MMIO ypnowonotet legacy interrupts, ta onola anoutodyv em-
Théov oy ldeuom xou eneepyacio amd TOV UTERETOTTY), ALEAVOVTOC TO XOGTOS Avdl

I/O herroupyla.

To virtio-MMIO emAéydnxe and to Firecracker yir Adyoug amidtnrag xou taryeiog

exxivnong, eic Bdpoc wotdoo e anddoonc oe cuyvéc hettoupyieg 1/0.

o H Siagpopetixr €0wTERLXY] APYLITEXTOVIXY] EXTEAECTGC TWV CUCKELMV.
Yto Cloud Hypervisor, to virtio-mem extekeiton o Eeywptotéd vAua (thread). Metd
NV exxivnoT Wi eovixic Unyavig, 1 eviol) ps -T -p <PID> amoxohOmTEL Tl EVEQ-
Y& vipaTo T Olepyaoiog, Omou Omwe QalveTtal xou ano To oyfua 4.3 To virtio-mem
extelelton oto Vo mem0. Ao TNV avdAUGCT) TOU TINYooU XOOIXA, TEOXUTTEL OTL GTO
CUYXEXPWEVO VAU EEUTNEETOUVTAL Tar events Tng cuoxeurc, donAadh xon ta VM exits

Tou oyeTiloVTaL UE TT) CUOXEUT.

Avtideta, oto Firecracker to virtio-mem polpdleton o (Blo vAua extéheonc Ue TiC

, . .. ;) 2 L ’
cuoxevég virtio-block xou virtio-net. Autéd €yel w¢ anoTéAEOUA TOV AVTAYWOVIOUO Yid
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TIME CMD
:08:00 cloud-hyperviso
:00:80 vmm
:00:00 http-server
:00:00 vmm_signal hand
:00:84 vcpud
:00:03 vcpul

:00:00 memo

:00:00  console
:00:00 diske go
:00:80 netl ctrl
:00:00 netl gpe
:00:00 iou-wrk-4929

Yyfua 4.3: Nnuata mov ektedovvtar otov Cloud Hypervisor

Toug topoug CPU xou v xaduotépnon otny eunneétnon twv VM exits, odnymvtog
OE YUUNAOTERT GUVORLXY) ATOBOGT).

EmBeBacyvetan 6ti Tor migrations ceildwv amoteholy Ty xOpla mnyr xaductépnong Tou
virtio-mem o€ guest nuprva ywelc Teomonomoelg, xodne amoteholV xaTd UEGO 6RO TEPITOU TO
50% Tou cuvolxol ypdvou avdxtnone uvhunc oto Firecracker xou to 73,5% tou avtiotoryou

yeovou cto Cloud Hypervisor.

Emmiéov, 1 dwpopornolnon mou mapatnpeiton otor amotehAéopota Twv migrations yio To
ueyédn 128MB xou 256 MB dewpolye 611 ogelietar oc oToyacTnolg napdyovieg. Katd tnv
AVAXTNOT UXEOTERWY UEYEDWY pvrung eivon miavo ota sections mou Yo emheydolv mpog un-
plug, va elvan mepiocdTERD 1) My OTERO avaelYUEVES GEADES TOL TP®TOL G TLyUloTUTOL memhog
(Moyw g TuyatdTnTag avdleons oekidwy ano to Linux) e anotéheopo T0 x60TOC TwV mi-

grations vo Slopépel amo eXTEAEDT) OE EXTEAEDT).

Hopotnpeitar eniong mog to zeroing anotehel xatd Yoo bpo nepinou to 14% tou GuVOALXOD
xpévou avéxtnone oto Firecracker xou 1o 13,9% oto Cloud Hypervisor. Oewpolue mog
UXEES Blaopéc oTov yedvo Tou zeroing avdueco oto Firecracker xoau oto Cloud Hypervisor

ogeihovion o€ TUTIXEC AMOXAIGELS TV UETENCEWY.

Avdiuorn TwV cuvVoTwWowY Tou virtio-balloon

EmpBeBacyvetan 611 T VM exits amoteholy tnv xOpta Tyt overhead yio to virtio-balloon,
xaddg avtioToryolv xatd uéoo bpo nepinou oto 69% tou cuVohxol YEdVoL Tou amarte(Ton Yia
NV avexTnoT evog dedouévou ueyédoug uviung. Evoewtind, xatd tnv avdxtnon 1024MB, o
virtio-balloon driver agiépwoe mepimou 2,9 deutepdrenta oe VM exits and ta cuvohxd 3,8
OEUTEPOAETTAL IOV OLAPKECE TO oUTMUA, YEYOVOC TOU OVAOEIXVUEL TOV XoOploTIXG PONO TWV

VM exits otn cuvolixt| xaducTépnon Tou UnNyaviopoL.

Emmiéov, 1 Swodixacio Tou zeroing cUVEIGPEREL ONUAVTIXG 0TO GLVOAXO overhead, avTi-

T[ o 7 e Z 7 7 17 6? )\ 7 7 /)\
poowTEVOVTUC XUTd PEGO 6po Tepinou 17,6% Tou GLUYOAXOU YEOVOL EXTEAEOT.



4.2.2  Avdluom TV GUVCTWO®Y TOU GUVOAXOD YEOVOU

AvdAluon Twv CLVICTWOWY ToL squeezy virtio-mem oto Firecracker

EmfeBacyveton otL pe ypron squeezy mupriva oo virtio-mem tou Firecracker, ot Aettoup-
viec page migration xou zeroing e€ohelpovton mhfewe. To wovadixd latency mou mopouével
mpoépyetar and to VM exits xau Tig undroineg Aettoupyieg, mou oyetilovtan ue 1o offlining twv
blocks pvrung. Xtnv neplntwon auth, ta VM exits avtinpoocwnebouv xotd yéco dpo nepinou
10 48% tou cuvolixol ypdvou avdxtnong yia éva dedopévo péyedog uviune. Kotd ouvénela,
Yo umopoloe Vo avauéveTon axoun UPNAGTERTN amdBooT TOU UNYAVIOHOU EQV YENOUOTOL0UVTOY
7o Cloud Hypervisor g VMM, 8edopévou dtt to VM exit overhead oe awto elvon onuovtind

uxpoTeEpo o oyéan ue to Firecracker.






Kegpdhaio

Eriloyoc

5.1 X0vodn xow Xvunepdopato

Y1g FaaS unnpeoiec 6mou o ppds x0xhog (whg Twv oUVaRTACEWY 00NYEL OTN CUY VY
OEOUEUCT] XOU AMOBEGUEVTT] UVAUNG, 1) UTIOREN EVOC amodoTiX0) UNnyoviouo) EAACTIXAS UVAUNG
amoxtd wialtepn onuacio. To Firecracker, éva VMM nou oyedidotnxe yia Ty unootiplln
(POPTWY EQYACIOC TOU ETUXEVTPWVOVTAL XUPIWE OE CUVIPTACELS, TEOGPEREL EAUG TIXT] UVAUT] O-
TOXAELG TS Yo Tou unyaviopol balloon. Xtnv avdivon mou nparyuotonotioope avadelEoyue
TWE AUTOG O UNYAVIOUOS ElodyeL onpoavTixd overhead xatd tTnv avdxTnomn Uviung, Yeyovog mou
ogelletan otar ToAD cuyvd VM Exits, agol o unyavioudéc memory ballooning ovaxtd uviun
oe eninedo oeAidwy. To virtioomem, o cuoxevy| ehacTxrc uvAung mouv Baciletal oTov un-
yoviopé memory hot(un)plug, amotedel pio anodotixdrepn evolhax T xodde oavoxtd Ty
uviun oc eninedo block. e auth v epyacia vAomofooue To virtio-mem Yy to Fire-
cracker, xou o aflohoyroaue cuyxpltxd ue to virtio-mem tou Cloud Hypervisor VMM xau
o virtio-balloon tou Firecracker. H avdluon poc emBeBaiwos tnv unepoyn tou virtio-mem
oe anddoon oe oyéan pe o virtio-balloon, eve) avédele Toug eplopiooic Tou, oL omolot elvor
Ol UETOUVACELS X0 1) 0EYIXOTo{NoY GEADBWY %atd TNV avdxtnorn uvAuns. Lo autd to Adyo
o&tohoynoope TNV VAOTOINCT Uoc PE TN Yeron Tou Squeezy, €VOC TROTOTOLNUEVOU TURTVOL
Linux mou e€alelpel autolc Toug meploplodols. Axodua, ol peterioelc pag €deilay auinuévo
overhead ot VM Exits oe oyéon e tnv vhomoinorn tou virtio-mem oto Cloud Hypervisor,
yeYovoHg mou umopel va amodoiel oty dlapopd Tou uécou emxovmviog Tou VMM ue tov guest
(MMIO o7o Firecracker xou PCI oto Cloud Hypervisor), xotoe xow otny Behtiotonoinuévn

vhornoinon tne ocvoxeuric oto Cloud Hypervisor agol auty| extelelton oe Eeywpeloto thread.

5.2 MEeAANOVIIXKES ENEXTACELS

Trdpyouv apxeTég EMEXTATELS TTOU Vot UTOPOUGUUE VoL UNOTIOLACOUNE GTO UENAOY, UE OTOYO
N BeAtivon g amodoTIXOTNTAS TNG CUGKELTC.

Apywd otny mapoloa €xdoon, 1 vhomoinor uropel vo utootneilel pla wévo virtio-mem
ouaxeut). M yerown enéxtaon Ya \tay 1 tpoctixn utoo THeEng TEpIocoTERpKY Virtio-mem
ocuvoxevwy oto Firecracker. Iloapddinio Yo umopoloe va vhomoinlel n duvatdTnT Avdde-
one xdle cuoxeurc virtio-mem oe éva cuyxexpyévo NUMA »6ufo allomoidvtog €16t TiC

OLYVATOTNTESC TOL TaEEYEL TO Virtio-mem.



Kegdhowo 5. Emniloyog

‘Onwg €deie 1 aglohdynor, to overhead twv VM Exits amotehel évay onuovtind mopdyo-
VT xouo TéENoNE xoTd TN Btaduxacio avdxtnong uviung. Me Bdon auth Ty topatienon, ua
onuovtixny| Bertiwon o ATav 1 evowudtwon Tng VAOTOINoNE oTNY To TEOCHITH EXOOCT TOU
Firecracker, 1 onola mhéov unoctneilet emxovwvio ye tov guest yéow virtio-PCI. Axdua 1
uhornoinon Yo uropoloe vo emextadel HoTe v exteAel To virtioomem oe Eeyweloto thread,

onwe oupPaivel oto Cloud Hypervisor.



BiBAoypopia

1]

[13]

Virtualization. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Virtualization. Hyepounvia
mpooPaong: 10-8-2025.

Debadatta Mishra xow Purushottam Kulkarni. A survey of memory management te-

chniques in virtualized systems. Computer Science Review, 29:56-73, 2018.

Orestis Lagkas Nikolos, Chloe Alverti, Stratos Psomadakis, Georgios Goumas xou
Nectarios Koziris. Squeezy: Rapid VM Memory Reclamation for Serverless Functions.
Proceedings of the 21st European Conference on Computer Systems (EuroSys °26),
oelidec 1-16, Edinburgh, Scotland, UK, 2026. ACM.

What s NUMA. http://windowstechpro.com/what-is-numa. Hyuepounvia npdofo-
ong: 27-10-2025.

What is cloud computing? https://aws.amazon.com/what-is-cloud-computing/.
Hyepounvia tpdoPaong: 29-10-2025.
What is Cloud Elasticity? https://www.vmware.com/topics/cloud-elasticity.
Hyepounvia tpdoPaocng: 29-10-2025.
Firecracker. https://firecracker-microvm.github.io/. Huepounvio mpdofaorng:

5-10-2025.

Virtualization. https://www.ibm.com/think/topics/virtualization. Hyepounvia
mpooPaong: 10-8-2025.

Kirill Kolyshkin. Virtualization in linuz. White paper, OpenVZ, 3(39):8, 2006.

Susanta Nanda Tzi cker Chiueh xou Stony Brook. A survey on virtualization techno-
logies. Rpe Report, 142, 2005.

Diane Barrett xou Gregory Kipper. 1 - How Virtualization Happens. Virtualization

and Forensics, oeNidec 3-24. Syngress, Boston, 2010.

Fernando Rodriguez-Haro, Felix Freitag, Leandro Navarro, Efrain Hernanchez-
sanchez, Nicandro Farfas-Mendoza, Juan Antonio Guerrero-Ibanez xou Apolinar
Gonzéalez-Potes. A summary of virtualization techniques. Procedia Technology, 3:267—

272, 2012.

Rajkumar Buyya, Christian Vecchiola xou S. Thamarai Selvi. Chapter 3 - Virtua-
lization. Mastering Cloud Computing, oehidec 71-109. Morgan Kaufmann, Boston,
2013.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Virtualization
http://windowstechpro.com/what-is-numa
https://aws.amazon.com/what-is-cloud-computing/
https://www.vmware.com/topics/cloud-elasticity
https://firecracker-microvm.github.io/
https://www.ibm.com/think/topics/virtualization

BIBAIOT'PA®IA

[14]

[15]

[16]

[24]

[25]

[27]

James Turnbull. The Docker Book: Containerization is the new virtualization. James
Turnbull, 2014.

Hypervisor. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hypervisor. Hyuepounvia mpbdoBaonc:
19-8-2025.

Ankita Desai, Rachana Ogza, Pratik Sharma xow Bhautik Patel. Hypervisor: A su-
rvey on concepts and tazonomy. International Journal of Innovative Technology and
Ezploring Engineering, 2(3):222-225, 2013.

Kernel-based Virtual Machine. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kernel-based_
Virtual_Machine. Hyuepounvia mpdoPaong: 19-8-2025.

Irfan Habib. Virtualization with KVM. Linux Journal, 2008(166):8, 2008.

Avi Kivity, Yaniv Kamay, Dor Laor, Uri Lublin xou Anthony Liguori. kvm: the Linux
virtual machine monitor. Proceedings of the Linuzx symposium, touoc 1, oeAldeg 225—
230. Dttawa, Dntorio, Canada, 2007.

Micro VMs-Qumulus Technology. https://www.qumulus.io/micro-vms. Huepounvio
npooPBaong: 5-10-2025.

Alexandru Agache, Marc Brooker, Alexandra lordache, Anthony Liguori, Rolf Neu-
gebauer, Phil Piwonka xou Diana Maria Popa. Firecracker: Lightweight virtualization
for serverless applications. 17th USENIX symposium on networked systems design and
implementation (NSDI 20), oehidec 419-434, 2020.

Virtual Memory. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Virtual_memory. Hyuepounvia
npooPBaong: 6-10-2025.

Shun Kida, Satoshi Imamura xot Kenji Kono. Rewvisiting Memory Swapping for Big-
Memory Applications. Proceedings of the International Conference on High Performa-
nce Computing in Asia-Pacific Region, HPCASIA ’25, ceAida 33-42, New York, NY,
USA, 2025. Association for Computing Machinery.

Page (computer memory).  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Page_(computer_
memory). Huepounvia npdooaone: 7-10-2025.

Page fault. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Page_fault. Huepounvia mpdoBaongc:
6-10-2025.

David Hildenbrand ot Martin Schulz. Virtio-mem: Paravirtualized memory hot (un)
plug. Proceedings of the 17th ACM SIGPLAN/SIGOPS International Conference on
Virtual Execution Environments, oehidec 1-14, 2021.

Haikun Liu, Hai Jin, Xiaofei Liao, Wei Deng, Bingsheng He xot Cheng zhong Xu.
Hotplug or ballooning: A comparative study on dynamic memory management tech-
niques for virtual machines. IEEE Transactions on parallel and distributed systems,
26(5):1350-1363, 2014.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hypervisor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kernel-based_Virtual_Machine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kernel-based_Virtual_Machine
https://www.qumulus.io/micro-vms
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Virtual_memory
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Page_(computer_memory)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Page_(computer_memory)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Page_fault

BIBAIOT'PA®IA

[28]

[29]

[30]

[31]

[33]

[34]

9.10. Balloon Driver | Red Hat Product Documentation. https://docs.redhat.com/
en/documentation/red_hat_virtualization/4.4/html/technical_reference/

balloon_driver. Huepounvia tpdoPaong: 7-10-2025.

Memory Hot(Un)Plug — The Linux Kernel documentation. https://docs.kernel.
org/admin-guide/mm/memory-hotplug.html. Huepounvia mpdofaocng: 8-10-2025.

Non-uniform memory access.  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Non-uniform_

memory_access. Hyuepounvia npdoPaong: 27-10-2025.

NUMA. https://portal.nutanix.com/page/documents/solutions/details?
targetId=BP-2056-MySQL-on-Nutanix:numa.html. Huepounvia npécBacne: 27-10-
2025.

Virtio on Linux. https://docs.kernel.org/driver-api/virtio/virtio.html. H-

uepounvia mpbdoPBaong: 1-11-2025.

Virtual 1/0 Device (VIRTIO) Version 1.3. https://docs.oasis-open.org/virtio/
virtio/v1.3/csd01/virtio-v1.3-csd01.pdf. Huepounvia npdouone: 8-10-2025.

Message Signaled Interrupts. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Message_Signaled_
Interrupts. Huepounvia npdoBaong: 29-10-2025.


https://docs.redhat.com/en/documentation/red_hat_virtualization/4.4/html/technical_reference/balloon_driver
https://docs.redhat.com/en/documentation/red_hat_virtualization/4.4/html/technical_reference/balloon_driver
https://docs.redhat.com/en/documentation/red_hat_virtualization/4.4/html/technical_reference/balloon_driver
https://docs.kernel.org/admin-guide/mm/memory-hotplug.html
https://docs.kernel.org/admin-guide/mm/memory-hotplug.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Non-uniform_memory_access
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Non-uniform_memory_access
https://portal.nutanix.com/page/documents/solutions/details?targetId=BP-2056-MySQL-on-Nutanix:numa.html
https://portal.nutanix.com/page/documents/solutions/details?targetId=BP-2056-MySQL-on-Nutanix:numa.html
https://docs.kernel.org/driver-api/virtio/virtio.html
https://docs.oasis-open.org/virtio/virtio/v1.3/csd01/virtio-v1.3-csd01.pdf
https://docs.oasis-open.org/virtio/virtio/v1.3/csd01/virtio-v1.3-csd01.pdf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Message_Signaled_Interrupts
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Message_Signaled_Interrupts

	Περίληψη
	Abstract
	Ευχαριστίες
	Εισαγωγή
	Θεωρητικό υπόβαθρο
	Εικονικοποίηση
	Εικονικοποίηση επιπέδου υλικού (Hardware Virtualization)
	Εικονικοποίηση επιπέδου λειτουργικού συστήματος (Containerization)
	Hypervisor (Υπερεπόπτης)
	MicroVMs και Firecracker VMM

	Εικονική μνήμη και διαχείριση μνήμης στις εικονικές μηχανές
	Εικονική Μνήμη
	Διαχείριση μνήμης στις εικονικές μηχανές
	Δυναμική προσαρμογή μνήμης στις εικονικές μηχανές

	virtio-mem
	Υπόβαθρο
	Περιορισμοί του memory ballooning και του DIMM (un)plug
	virtio-mem: Aρχιτεκτονική
	Διαδικασία hot(un)plug στο virtio-mem
	Επικοινωνία μεταξύ device και guest OS (driver) μέσω του προτύπου VIRTIO

	Σχετική δουλειά
	Squeezy: μηχανισμός αποδοτικής ανάκτησης μνήμης


	Υλοποίηση
	Διαμόρφωση της συσκευής
	Δημιουργία και αρχικοποίηση μιας virtio-mem συσκευής στο Firecracker
	Δημιουργία και mapping της μνήμης του guest
	MMIO transport

	Λειτουργία της συσκευής
	Επέκταση του Firecracker API
	(Un)Plug Request
	State Request
	Παράδειγμα Εκτέλεσης

	Υλοποίηση Υποστήριξης Snapshot για τη Συσκευή
	Υλοποίηση της δομής Persist για το virtio-mem
	Παράδειγμα εκτέλεσης


	Αξιολόγηση
	Σύστημα αξιολόγησης
	Πειραματική διάταξη
	Μέθοδος μέτρησης των συνιστωσών του χρόνου ανάκτησης μνήμης
	Μεθοδολογία του πειράματος

	Αποτελέσματα
	Συνολικός χρόνος ανάκτησης μνήμης
	Aνάλυση των συνιστωσών του συνολικού χρόνου


	Επίλογος
	Σύνοψη και Συμπεράσματα
	Μελλοντικές επεκτάσεις

	Βιβλιογραφία

